Locations of U.S. nuclear weapons, 2006
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ACM: advanced cruise missile; AFB: air force base; ALCM: air-launched cruise missile; ICBM: intercontinental ballistic missile; 500 W80-1/ALCMs 612 W76s/Trident Il D5
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* All B61-10 and 83-0 bombs are inactive. ™ Presidential Decision Directive 74 of November 29, 2000, authorized 940 TOTAL 140 W88s/Trident Il D5
deployment of 480 (+/-10 percent) B61 bombs in Europe. Whether the full number was deployed is unclear. Since 2000, 144 \W80-0s/SLCMs

the United States withdrew weapons from two former nuclear bases (Araxos in Greece and Memmingen in Germany) and 1.364 Total

placed all B61-10s in the inactive stockpile. !
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ons network shrank
during the past de-
cade, with the Penta-
gon removing nuclear
weapons from three states (Califor-
nia, Virginia, and South Dakota) and
the size of the stockpile decreasing
from about 12,500 warheads to near-
ly 10,000. Consolidation slowed con-
siderably compared with the period
between 1992 and 1997, when the
Pentagon withdrew nuclear weapons
from 10 states and several European
bases, and the total stockpile de-
creased from 18,290 to 12,500 war-
heads. (For a detailed accounting of
the location and distribution of U.S.
nuclear weapons in the 1990s, see
“Where the Bombs Are, 1992,” Sep-

* Deployed prior to 1959 statehood

Georgia, is the third-
largest contingent, with
some 1,364 warheads.
Each base stores ap-
proximately 150 nuclear sea-launched
cruise missiles.

Minot Air Force Base (AFB) in
North Dakota, with more than 800
bombs and cruise missiles for its
B-52 bombers and more than 400
warheads for its Minuteman III in-
tercontinental ballistic missile wing,
has the largest number of active air
force weapons. The other B-52 wing
at Barksdale AFB in Louisiana has
more than 900 warheads, and White-
man AFB in Missouri has more than
130 bombs for its B-2 bombers.

The large underground facility at
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Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, stores more than 1,900 war-
heads that are either part of the inactive/
reserve stockpile or awaiting ship-
ment across Interstate 40 to the Pan-
tex Plant outside of Amarillo, Texas,
for dismantlement. The 970-acre fa-
cility at Nellis AFB, Nevada, north-
east of Las Vegas, performs a similar
function, storing approximately 900
warheads in 75 igloos—“one of the
largest stockpiles in the free world,”
according to the air force.

During the Cold War, the United
States deployed a large percentage (up
to one-third) of its nuclear weapons
in other countries and at sea. At its
peak arsenal size in the late 1960s, the
United States stored weapons in 17
different countries. By the mid-1980s,
there were about 14,000 weapons in
26 U.S. states, 6,000 more at overseas
U.S. and NATO bases, and another
4,000 on ships at sea.

The United States terminated
many nuclear missions after the
end of the Cold War and retired
the weapons. It withdrew all of its
nuclear weapons from South Korea
in 1991 and thousands more from
Europe by 1993. The army and Ma-
rine Corps denuclearized in the early
1990s, and in 1992 the navy swiftly
off-loaded all nuclear weapons from
aircraft carriers and other surface
vessels. By 1994, the navy had elimi-
nated these ships’ nuclear capability,
and many air force, navy, and army
bases and storage depots closed
overseas as a result. Today, perhaps
as many as 400 bombs remain at
eight facilities in six European coun-
tries, the last remnant of a bygone
era (see “U.S. Nuclear Weapons in
Europe, 1954-2004,” November/
December 2004 Bulletin).
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