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Introduction 
 

This manual provides direction and information for decisions regarding 
reporting recreational boating accidents.  The U S Coast Guard’s “Standard 
Method of Reporting (Boating Accidents) CG 449” outlines the specific 
information to be reported as well as the time frames for reporting. Appendices 
provide the Federal: code, the reporting form, policy statements and memos, a 
dictionary of terms, a matrix to assist in determining the reporting status of an 
accident as well as examples of accident scenarios. As new policies are issued, 
forms updated or terms clarified they should be inserted into the manual.  

A section has been included to insert your state’s statues, forms and 
policies. This will provide a single location for the background information and 
forms needed in reporting boating accidents.  

This manual does not provide instruction for using the electronic BARD 
Web program. Assistance for BARD Web users can be found on the website 
https://bard.cns-inc.com. 
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Standard Method of Reporting (Boating Accidents), 
CG 449 



STANDARD METHOD OF REPORTING 
(BOATING ACCIDENTS) 

 
CG-449 – WORKING DRAFT 

 
 

 
LETTER OF PROMULGATION 
 
1. Purpose. This XXX edition of the Standard Method of Reporting (Boating Accidents) is 
issued as a guide for the reporting and processing of recreational boating accidents (herein called 
boating accidents) from all States and Jurisdictions, in implementing Title 46, United States 
Code (USC), Chapter 61 – Reporting Marine Casualties, Section 6102. State marine 
casualty reporting system and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto in Title 33 Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 173 and 174. 
 
This guide should reduce administrative processing, be of benefit in defining reportable boating 
accidents, and assist in the resolution of questionable accidents as to the requirement for 
reporting. 
 
2. Updates. Updates, comments, and information in regard to errors or omissions should be 
addressed to the Commandant (CG-3PCB). 
 
  Chief, Office of Boating Safety 
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1. INTRODUCTION
 

a. A need exists for a common standard to be followed by all agencies involved in the 
reporting and processing of boating accident reports.  With an additional emphasis now 
placed on enforcing a Standard (Uniform) State Marine Casualty Reporting System, the 
requirement for such a common standard is clearly indicated. 

 
b. The Standard Method of Reporting (Boating Accidents) provides information on the 

reporting procedures for boating accidents with definitions and examples of what does 
and what does not constitute a boating accident. 

 
c. Each agency designated as the “Reporting Authority” under the State Marine Casualty 

Reporting System should use this Standard Method of Reporting (Boating Accidents).  
Such use will aid in reducing many issues in the processing of boating accident reports 
and enhance the accuracy in reporting. 

 
 
2. MANDATE FOR REPORTING
 

a. The Federal Boat Safety Act (FBSA) of 1971 (Public Law 92-75) was passed in 
response to an unacceptably high number of recreational boating fatalities.  The Act 
provided broad statutory authority for a comprehensive National Recreational Boating 
Safety (RBS) Program.  The Coast Guard was designated as coordinator of this national 
program.  In 1983, Public Law 98-89 repealed the FBSA of 1971 and recodified and 
amended sections that were in the Act.  The FBSA has been recodified in Title 46, USC. 

 
b. Title 46, USC, Chapter 61 – Reporting Marine Casualties, Section 6102. State 

marine casualty reporting system, contains the following requirement:  (a) The 
Secretary shall prescribe regulations for a uniform State marine casualty reporting system 
for vessels.  Regulations shall prescribe the casualties to be reported and the manner of 
reporting.  A State shall compile and submit to the Secretary reports, information, and 
statistics on casualties reported to the State, including information and statistics 
concerning the number of casualties in which the use of alcohol contributed to the 
casualty. 

 
c. Implementing regulations are contained in Title 33 CFR Subchapter S – Boating 

Safety, Part 173 – Vessel Numbering and Casualty and Accident Reporting, Subpart C 
- Casualty and Accident Reporting and Part 174 – State Numbering and Casualty 
Reporting Systems, Subpart C - Casualty Reporting System Requirements, and Subpart 
D - State reports. 
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d. The State Marine Casualty Reporting System provides that: 

(1) An operator is required to make an “Immediate Notification” as prescribed by 33 
CFR 173.53 to the proper reporting authority whenever death or disappearance of a 
person results from a boating accident. 

(2) The State agency designated as the “Reporting Authority” in 33 CFR 173.59 must 
require accidents that satisfy the reporting requirements contained in 33 CFR 
173.55 to be reported. 

(3) A boating accident must be reported by the operator/owner of the vessel involved in 
an accident, submitting all information required by 33 CFR 173.57.  Coast Guard 
Form CG-3865 is (1) based on the information required by 33 CFR 173.57 (a) – (z) 
and (2) provides the minimum amount and type of information that must be 
collected, if available, by the reporting authority from each operator/owner involved 
in a boating accident. 

(4) The State agency receiving the required accident and casualty reports has the 
responsibility to review these reports for completeness and accuracy. 

(5) The State agency reviewing these reports is required to determine the cause or 
causes of casualties or accidents reported. 

 
e. The Coast Guard may issue safety regulations and standards for boats and associated 

equipment.  The determination and notification to the Coast Guard of safety-related 
defects will depend upon the ability and efforts by each State agency involved in accident 
reporting to obtain such information and promptly notify the Coast Guard.  The Coast 
Guard will endeavor to examine and inquire into such safety-related defects involving 
vessels or their associated equipment. 

 
 At a minimum, the following examples of safety-related defects should be reported: 

(1) Electric wiring failure 
(2) Bow railing failure 
(3) Hull failure 
(4) Seat failure 
(5) Steering failure 
(6) Fuel tank failure 
(7) Fuel line failure 
(8) Stability, lack of 
(9) Flotation failure 
(10) Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) refrigerator lack of venting 
(11) LPG refrigerator pilot light failure 
(12) LPG automatic (thermostatically controlled) oven failure 
(13) LPG (catalytic heater) failure 
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3. BOATING ACCIDENTS
 
a. Reporting Procedure 
 

(1) Casualty and Accident Reporting Applicability (33 CFR 173.51) 
Casualty and accident reporting applies to each vessel used on waters subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States and on the high seas beyond the territorial seas for 
vessels owned in the United States. 
 
Casualty and accident reporting also applies to each vessel used on waters subject 
to the jurisdiction of a State or a U.S. Territory.1
 
If Federal and/or State jurisdiction is exercised over a particular body of water, a 
report of a boating accident on this body of water is required to be forwarded to the 
Coast Guard. 
 
Casualty and accident reporting applies to each vessel that:  
 
(1) Is used by its operator for recreational purposes; OR 

(2) Is required to be numbered. 

Casualties or accidents involving vessels that are subject to inspection under Title 

46 U.S.C. Chapter 33 are EXCLUDED from reporting requirements. 

 

Clarification –Vessel: 
Casualty and accident reporting applies to each vessel as defined by 1 USC 3 – 
The term vessel includes every description of watercraft or other artificial 
contrivance used, or capable of being used, as a means of transportation on water. 
 
In 1983, Public Law 98-89 repealed the FBSA of 1971 and recodified and amended 
the sections that were in the FBSA.  A distinct amendment was the statutory repeal 
of the term "boat" and the enhanced usage of the term "vessel".  The definition of 
the term "vessel" in the FBSA was repealed; and the Coast Guard was redirected to 
use the definition of the term "vessel" provided in 1 USC 3. 
 
The term "transportation" has often been discussed as to its meaning in the 
definition of the term "vessel."  To clarify, the definition of the term 
"transportation" includes "the movement of goods or persons from one place to 
another by a carrier."  This definition does not include a distance or a speed or a 
specific destination.  Thus, it is deemed to include movement from one location on 
the water to another location on the water, even if launching and retrieving a vessel 
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from one point of land, as well as moving across the water from one point of land to 
another point of land. 
 
A device may or may not always be a "vessel."  Certain devices may be a "vessel" 
only when they are being used as a means of transportation on the water.2  An 
example includes a device that may not have been constructed with the intent to be 
used in this manner, but is at a specific time. 
 
The Coast Guard utilizes five criteria to assist in making a determination of whether 
a device is a "vessel."  While there is no specific formula for how many of these 
criteria must be determined to be in the affirmative for a device to be considered a 
"vessel," and while these criteria may not be the only determining factors, each of 
these criteria are to be considered and include: 
(a) Whether the watercraft is "practically capable" of carrying persons or property 

beyond the narrow limits of a swimming, surfing, or bathing area; 
(b) Whether the useful operating range of the device is limited by the physical 

endurance of its operator; 
(c) Whether the device presents a substantial hazard to navigation or safety not 

already present; 
(d) Whether the normal objectives sought to be accomplished by the regulation of a 

device as a "vessel" are present; and  
(e) Whether the operator and/or cargo would no longer be safe in the water if the 

device became disabled. 
 
Clarification –Numbered Vessel
Numbering requirements apply to vessels equipped with propulsion machinery of 
any type used on waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United States and on the 
high seas beyond the territorial seas for vessels owned in the United States.3
 
Casualties or accidents involving vessels that are required to be numbered are to be 
reported to the appropriate State reporting authority as prescribed by 33 CFR 
173.59. 
 
An operator using a numbered vessel for commercial service (e.g., commercial 
fishing, carrying passengers for hire) is required to report the accident as prescribed 
by 33 CFR Part 173 – Vessel Numbering and Casualty and Accident Reporting; 
Subpart C – Casualty and Accident Reporting. 
 
Clarification –Vessel Subject to Inspection Engaged in Commercial Service
Casualties or accidents that occur upon the navigable waters of the United States, or 
its Territories involving vessels subject to inspection that are engaged in 
commercial service are required by other statutes and regulations to report directly 
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to the nearest Coast Guard Marine Safety Office, Marine Inspection Office or 
Group Office.4
 

(2) Immediate Notification of Death or Disappearance (33 CFR 173.53) 
An operator is required to make immediate notification to the nearest reporting 
authority, without delay and by the quickest means available, when a person dies or 
disappears from a vessel as a result of an occurrence that involves a vessel or its 
equipment.  At a minimum, the following information is required to be provided: 
(1) the date, time and exact location of the occurrence; (2) the name of each person 
who died or disappeared; (3) the registration number and name of the vessel; and 
(4) the names and addresses of the owner and operator.  When the operator of a 
vessel cannot give the notice, each person on board the vessel shall notify the 
reporting authority or determine that the notice has been given. 
 
 

(3) Report of Casualty or Accident (33 CFR 173.55) 
The operator of a vessel shall submit the casualty or accident report prescribed in 33 
CFR 173.57 to the reporting authority where the accident occurred when, as a result 
of an occurrence that involves the vessel or its equipment: 
(a) A person dies; or 
(b) A person is injured and requires medical treatment beyond first aid; or 
(c) Damage to vessels and other property totals $2,000 or more or there is a 

complete loss of any vessel; or 
(d) A person disappears from the vessel under circumstances that indicate death or 

injury. 
 
Required reports are to be made within 48 hours of the occurrence if a person dies 
within 24 hours of the occurrence, or requires medical treatment beyond first aid, or 
disappears from the vessel. 
 
Reports of occurrences involving only damage to the vessel and/or property are to 
be submitted within ten (10) days of the occurrence. 
 
 

(4) Contents of Report (33 CFR 173.57) 
Each report required by 33 CFR 173.55 must be in writing, dated upon completion, 
and signed by the person who prepared it and must contain, if available, at least the 
following information about the casualty or accident: 
(a) The numbers and names of each vessel involved. 
(b) The name and address of each owner of each vessel involved. 
(c) The name of the nearest city or town, the county, the State, and the body of 

water. 
(d) The time and date the casualty or accident occurred. 
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(e) The location on the water. 
(f) The visibility, weather, and water conditions. 
(g) The estimated air and water temperatures. 
(h) The name, address, age, or date of birth, telephone number, vessel operating 

experience, and boating safety training of the operator making the report. 
(i) The name and address of each operator of each vessel involved. 
(j) The number of persons on board or towed on skis by each vessel. 
(k) The name, address, and date of birth of each person injured or killed. 
(l) The cause of each death. 
(m) Weather forecasts available to, and weather reports used by, the operator 

before and during the use of the vessel. 
(n) The name and address of each owner of property involved. 
(o) The availability and use of personal flotation devices. 
(p) The type and amount of each fire extinguisher used. 
(q) The nature and extent of each injury. 
(r) A description of all property damage and vessel damage with an estimate of 

the cost of all repairs. 
(s) A description of each equipment failure that caused or contributed to the 

cause of the casualty. 
(t) A description of the vessel casualty or accident. 
(u) The type of vessel operation (cruising, drifting, fishing, hunting, skiing, 

racing, or other), and the type of accident (capsizing, sinking, fire, or 
explosion or other). 

(v) The opinion of the person making the report as to the cause of the casualty, 
including whether or not alcohol or drugs, or both, was a cause or contributed 
to causing the casualty. 

(w) The make, model, type (open, cabin, house, or other), beam width at widest 
point, length, depth from transom to keel, horsepower, propulsion (outboard, 
inboard, inboard out-drive, sail, or other), fuel (gas, diesel, or other), 
construction (wood, steel, aluminum, plastic, fiberglass, or other), and year 
built (model year), of the reporting operator’s vessel. 

(x) The name, address, and telephone number of each witness. 
(y) The manufacturer’s hull identification number, if any, of the reporting 

operator’s vessel. 
(z) The name, address, and telephone number of the person submitting the report. 
 
Coast Guard Form CG-3865 is based on the information required by 33 CFR 
173.57 (a) – (z) and provides the minimum amount and type of information that 
must be collected, if available, by the reporting authority from each operator/owner 
involved in a boating accident. 
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If a reporting authority uses their own version of Coast Guard Form CG-3865, the 
contents of their form must contain (at a minimum) the information contained in 
Coast Guard Form CG-3865. 
 

b. Submission of Boating Accident Reports 
 

(1) Report of Casualty or Accident (33 CFR 173.55) 
In every casualty or accident involving a vessel subject to the reporting 
requirements, the operator of the vessel is required to submit the written report, 
except, when the operator cannot, the owner shall submit the report. 
 
The Coast Guard recognizes a number of reporting authorities prepare and complete 
the report for the vessel operator/owner using information submitted verbally or in 
writing by the operator/owner.  Thus, the operator/owner does not submit a written 
report on their own; rather, the written report is prepared by reporting authorities 
based on information provided by the operator/owner. 
 
Clarification: 
Preparing and completing the report for the vessel operator/owner now places the 
burden on the State reporting authority for providing all data required by Coast 
Guard Form CG-3865 to Coast Guard Headquarters within 30 days of the initial 
receipt of casualty or accident report information provided by the operator/owner. 
 
Under a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the agency designated as the 
State reporting authority and the Coast Guard, if both the operator and owner are 
unable to submit the report, the State reporting authority collects the information 
required by Coast Guard Form CG-3865 and submits that information to the Coast 
Guard.  The reporting authority shall review the report for accuracy and 
completeness and shall determine the cause and circumstances surrounding each 
reportable accident. 
 

(2) Where To Submit Report (33 CFR 173.59) 
Each Report of Casualty or Accident required by regulations (33 CFR 173.55) must 
be submitted to: 
 
(a) The reporting authority where the vessel number was issued, or, if the vessel has 
no number, where the vessel is principally used; OR 
(b) The reporting authority where the casualty or accident occurred, if it occurred 
outside the State where the vessel is numbered or principally used. 
 
Clarification -- In casualties or accidents occurring outside the State where the 
vessel is numbered or principally used, the report is to be submitted to the reporting 
authority where the casualty or accident occurred.  Accidents on the high seas must 
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be reported to the reporting authority where the vessel is numbered or principally 
used. 
 

c. Forwarding of Boating Accident Reports 
 

(1) Forwarding of Casualty or Accident Reports (33 CFR 174.121) 
Within 30 days of the receipt of a casualty or accident report, each State that has an 
approved numbering system must forward a copy of that report to the Commandant 
(CG-3PCB), U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 Second Street, SW., Washington, DC 20593–
0001. 
 
Clarification -- An electronic copy of the accident report data shall be forwarded to 
Coast Guard Headquarters via the BARD-Web System within 30 days of the receipt 
of the casualty or accident report. 

 
 
4. DOCUMENTED VESSEL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

 
a. Certain documented vessels, specifically those that DO NOT hold a “Certificate of 

Inspection”, whose use is for recreation or pleasure are subject to the accident reporting 
requirements prescribed by 33 CFR 173, Subpart C – Casualty and Accident Reporting. 

 
b. The form for reporting these occurrences to the State reporting authority must contain the 

contents of Coast Guard Form CG-3865. 
 
c. This method of processing reports from documented vessels that are not subject to 

inspection under Title 46 U.S.C. Chapter 33 and are being used for recreational purposes 
will enable both the State and Coast Guard to carry out its responsibilities for accidents 
and casualties subject to its jurisdiction. 

 
 
5. NOTIFICATION OF SAFETY-RELATED DEFECTS 
 

a. If the reporting authority determines that a defect has been found or may have contributed 
to a boating accident or casualty, they are to notify Commandant (CG-3PCB-3), U.S. 
Coast Guard Recreational Boating Product Assurance Division, at (202) 372-1076. 

 
b. Prompt notification will permit the designation of trained personnel to examine or inquire 

into the reported safety-related defect to determine its effect on boating safety. 
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6. DEFINITIONS 
 

a. Vessel: Includes every description of watercraft or other artificial contrivance used, or 
capable of being used, as a means of transportation on water (1 USC 3). 

 
b. Numbered Vessel: An undocumented vessel equipped with propulsion machinery of any 

kind having a number issued by the proper issuing authority in the State in which the 
vessel principally is operated (46 USC Chapter 123). 

 
c. Documented Vessel: A vessel for which a certificate of documentation has been issued 

under Title 46 USC Chapter 121.  A documented vessel can not be numbered. 
 

d. Recreational Vessel: Means a vessel (a) being manufactured or operated primarily for 
pleasure; or (b) leased, rented, or chartered to another for the latter’s pleasure (46 USC 
Chapter 21). 

 
e. Commercial Service: (46 USC § 2101) includes any type of trade or business involving 

the transportation of goods or individuals (except service performed by a combatant 
vessel). 

 
f. Associated Equipment: (46 USC § 2101) means: (a) (i) A system, accessory, component, 

or appurtenance (something added or attached) of a recreational vessel; or (ii) a marine 
safety article intended for use on board a recreational vessel; but (b) does not include 
radio equipment. 

 
g. Boat (33 CFR § 183.3) means any vessel – 

(1) Manufactured or used primarily for noncommercial use; 
(2) Leased, rented, or chartered to another for the latter’s noncommercial use; or 
(3) Operated as an uninspected passenger vessel subject to the requirements of 46 CFR 

Chapter I, subchapter C. 
 

h. Jurisdiction: Means the right to say and the power to act; and as between agencies of the 
government, jurisdiction is the power of that particular agency to administer and enforce 
the law. 
 
Various States differ on waters over which they exercise jurisdiction. 
 
Vessels required to report accidents to a State reporting authority will on occasion be 
beyond the jurisdiction of that State.  As an example, a vessel numbered in a coastal State 
may sail from that State and travel beyond its territorial waters on to the high seas.  The 
requirement to report an accident is not affected.  However, the authority to investigate 
the accident by the reporting authority would be affected.  Such a casualty or accident, 
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when the needs of boating safety or law require such to be investigated, may be 
accomplished by the Coast Guard under its statutory authority. 
 
Another example would be the use of a vessel on a private pond or lake.  Jurisdiction may 
or may not be granted the reporting authority by the laws of that State, dependent upon 
the individual State laws.  When jurisdiction does exist, boating accidents that occur on 
such waters must be reported. 

 
i. Accident: An event or occurrence that takes place without one’s foresight or expectation, 

which is sudden or unexpected. 
 

j. Boating Accident: A collision, grounding, sinking or other casualty that involves a 
vessel, its equipment or appendages (something added or attached to the vessel).  A 
vessel is considered to be involved in a “Boating Accident” whenever the occurrence 
results in – 
(a) Loss of life or disappearance of any person from on board under circumstances that 

indicate the possibility of death or injury; 
(b) A person is injured and requires medical treatment beyond first aid; 
(c) Damage to the vessel or its equipment, or other vessels, or other property that totals 

$2,000 or more; or disappearance of the vessel other than by theft. 
 

Clarification: 
The accident must occur on board – OR – must involve the vessel or its equipment or 
appendages. 
 
Death or injury: 
Incurred while scuba diving or swimming from a vessel where the vessel does not 
contribute in any way to the casualty, other than as a platform from which the person 
safely departs, does not constitute a boating accident. 
 
However, after departing safely, if the swimmer or diver swims under the vessel and 
injury results from striking or fouling on any part of the vessel or its associated 
equipment, such as the propeller, does constitute a boating accident that must be 
reported. 
 
Medical Treatment Beyond First Aid: 
Any injury where medical treatment is indicated (not necessarily received) by a medical 
practitioner (e.g., physician, nurse, emergency medical technician) who is trained to 
practice medicine or to administer treatment.  Any case where the injured person is bed-
ridden or hospitalized in excess of 24 hours is considered to be an accident resulting in an 
injury that must be reported. 
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Estimate of Property Damage: 
The costs to repair or restore the damaged property to its original condition, which is 
estimated or made by the operator, owner or other person in whose opinion such cost is 
necessary. 
 

7. REPORTABLE BOATING ACCIDENTS 
The following are examples of “reportable boating accidents” that must be reported as 
prescribed by 33 CFR Part 173 – Vessel Numbering and Casualty and Accident Reporting; 
Subpart C – Casualty and Accident Reporting: 
 
a) A person dies, is injured, or property damage results from any occurrence or incident that 

was caused by or contributed to by the vessel, its equipment or appendages. 
 

b) A person dies or is injured while swimming after departing a vessel that is underway and 
the vessel drifts away from the swimmer and the swimmer is unable to get back to the 
vessel because the vessel IS NOT anchored or moored. 
 

c) A person dies or is injured while swimming because of carbon monoxide poisoning. 
 

d) A person dies or is injured while swimming because a vessel is improperly connected to 
shore power and resultant stray electrical current enters the water causing electrocution. 
 

e) A person dies, is injured, or property damage occurs involving a numbered vessel that is 
being used for commercial service (e.g., commercial fishing, carrying passengers for 
hire). 
 

f) A person dies, is injured, or property damage occurs involving a vessel that is being 
used for commercial service that is NOT equipped with propulsion machinery (such 
as a vessel being used for a commercial whitewater rafting trip). 
 

g) A person dies, is injured, or property damage occurs while preparing a vessel for 
launching or retrieval; provided the vessel is on the water and is capable/ready for its 
intended use. 
 

h) A fire, explosion, sinking or other occurrence involving a vessel, if the vessel, its 
installed or associated equipment or appendages failed, malfunctioned or otherwise 
caused or contributed to the accident or casualty. 
 

i) A vessel (e.g., sailboat) capsizes; in righting the sailboat, the person suffers a heart attack 
and dies. 
 

j) An oar or other item is lost from a vessel and a person dies or is injured in an attempt to 
retrieve the lost item. 
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k) A person is injured or dies from exposure or immersion which is the result of an accident 

involving the vessel or its appendages where the vessel or its appendages contributed to 
the accident or casualty. 

 
 
8. NON-REPORTABLE BOATING ACCIDENTS 

Every occurrence involving a vessel subject to reporting requirements must be reported as 
prescribed by 33 CFR Part 173 – Vessel Numbering and Casualty and Accident Reporting; 
Subpart C – Casualty and Accident Reporting.  However, it does not mean that every such 
occurrence is within the scope of a boating safety program (i.e., accidents that may have been 
prevented through completion of a boating safety program). 
 
The examples below are occurrences directly or indirectly involving a vessel that are 
generally considered to be outside the scope of a boating safety program. 
 
While the occurrences may be reported and captured by the Boating Accident Report 
Database (BARD) System, they are considered “non-reportable boating accidents” for the 
purposes of being compiled and published in the annual Coast Guard Boating Statistics report 
(COMDTPUB P16754); a publication that focuses on recreational boating accidents. 
 
a) A person dies or is injured from self-inflicted wounds, alcohol poisoning, ingestion of 

drugs, controlled substances or poison; or from gunshot wounds. 
 
b) A person dies or is injured from assault by another person or persons while aboard a 

vessel. 
 
c) A person dies or is injured from natural causes while aboard a vessel. 
 
d) A person dies, or is injured after falling, jumping, or swimming from a swim raft that is 

moored or anchored for use as a swimming platform or other purpose. 
 
e) A person dies or is injured in swimming to retrieve an object or a vessel that is adrift 

from its mooring or dock, having departed from the shore or pier. 
 
f) Damage, injury or death results from a fire on shore or a pier that spreads to a vessel or 

vessels. 
 
g) A person dies, is injured, or property damage results from an “ice boat” accident.  An ice 

boat is a sail-powered device that rides on runners/blades over the ice on frozen lakes and 
rivers and carries at least the operator.  It cannot be used as a conventional sailboat on 
open water. 
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STANDARD METHOD OF REPORTING 
(BOATING ACCIDENTS) 

 
CG-449 – WORKING DRAFT 

 
 

h) Damage, injury or death on a docked or moored vessel resulting from storms, unusual 
tidal, sea or swell conditions; or when a vessel gets underway in those conditions in an 
attempt to rescue persons put in peril. 

 
i) Damage to a docked or moored vessel due to theft or any vandalism. 
 
j) A person dies, is injured or property damage occurs on a docked or moored or anchored 

non-propelled houseboat or other vessel used primarily as a permanent residence. 
 
k) A person dies or is injured while using underwater breathing apparatus (i.e., snorkeling 

or scuba diving) and the vessel did not contribute to the casualty. 
 
 
9. COAST GUARD BOATING ACCIDENT REPORT FORM (CG-3865) 
 
 
 
10. CHECKLIST FOR AN APPROVED STATE MARINE CASUALTY REPORTING 

SYSTEM 
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STANDARD METHOD OF REPORTING 
(BOATING ACCIDENTS) 

 
CG-449 – WORKING DRAFT 

 
 

END NOTES
                                                      
1 Casualty and accident reporting is required on waters subject to the jurisdiction of a State or a 
U.S. Territory under the authority of Title 46 USC 13102 State recreational boating safety 
program acceptance (a) The Secretary shall make a contract with and allocate and distribute 
amounts from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund established by section 9504 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to, a State that has an approved State recreational boating 
safety program, if the State demonstrates to the Secretary’s satisfaction that – (1) the program 
submitted by that State is consistent with this chapter and chapters 61 and 123 of this title; (2) 
amounts distributed will be used to develop and carry out a State recreational boating safety 
program containing the minimum requirements of subsection (c) of this section; …(c) The 
Secretary shall approve a State recreational boating safety program, and the program is eligible 
to receive amounts authorized to be expended under section 13106 of this title, if the program 
includes – (1) …; (5) a system, approved by the Secretary, for reporting marine casualties 
required under section 6102 of this title. 
 
2 STEWART v. DUTRA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (February 22, 2005 Supreme Court 
decision).  Select points made in that decision include: 
a) "A watercraft is not "capable of being used" for maritime transport in any meaningful sense if 

it has been permanently moored or otherwise rendered practically incapable of transportation 
or movement;" 

b) "the term "vessel" … requires only that a watercraft be "used, or capable of being used, as a 
means of transportation on water" to qualify as a vessel; it does not require that a watercraft 
be used primarily for that purpose;" 

c) "A watercraft need not be in motion to qualify as a "vessel;" and 
d) The determination of a device being a "vessel" according to 1 U.S.C. 3 was not based on the 

device's speed, distance moved or type of propulsion. 
e)  
3 Title 33 CFR 173; Subpart B – Numbering; § 173.11 
 
4 Title 46 CFR Part 4 – Marine Casualties and Investigations; Subpart 4.03 – Definitions, § 4.03–
1 Marine casualty or accident; Subpart 4.05—Notice of Marine Casualty and Voyage Records; § 
4.05–1 Notice of marine casualty. 
 

Page 15 of 15 



General Terms and Definitions 



 General Terms 
 
 Term Description Source 
 Accident An event or occurrence that takes place without one's foresight or expectation, which is  1973 Manual 
 undesigned, sudden or unexpected. 

 Alcohol Use An accident that results from: Alcoholic beverages are consumed and the investigating official  BARD Web 
 has determined that the operator was impaired or affected while operating the boat --or-- the  
 boat's occupants were impaired. 

 Boating Accident An allision, collision, grounding, sinking or other casualty that involves a vessel, its equipment  1973 Manual,  
 or appendages. A vessel is involved in a "boating accident" when the occurrence results in one added 'allision',  
  of the following: (a) loss of life or disappearance of any person from on board under  
 circumstances which indicates the possibility of death or injury (b) Injury that causes any  
 person to lose consciousness or receives medical treatment from trained personnel or is  
 disabled for more than 24 hours (c) damage to the vessel or its equipment, or other vessels, or 
  other property in excess of $2,000 or disappearance of the vessel other than by theft. 

 Capsizing An accident where: The vessel overturns, the bottom must become uppermost, except in the  Investigator  
 case of a sailboat which lays on its side. Manual 

 Carbon Monoxide Poisoning An accident where: death or injury resulting from an odorless, colorless gas generated from  BARD Web 
 auxiliary boat equipment (stoves, heaters, refrigerators, generators, hot water heaters, etc.),  
 another boat's exhaust or the exhaust of the vessel on which the person was either aboard or in  
 close proximity. 

 Careless/Reckless Operation An accident that results from: A person operating a vessel in a negligent or grossly negligent  BARD Web 
 manner and/or interfering with the safe operation of a vessel, so as to endanger the life, limb or 
  property of a person. 

   
 Collision with Fixed Object An accident where: The striking together of a vessel with any fixed object, above or below the  1973 manual 
 surface of the water except the bottom. 
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 Collision with Floating Object An accident where: The striking of any waterborne object, which is above or on the surface of  BARD Web,   
 the water that is free to move with the tide, current or wind, except another vessel. Investigator  

 Collision with Vessel An accident where: Any striking together of two or more vessels regardless of operation at the  Investigator   
 time of the accident, This also includes colliding with the tow of another vessel, regardless of  manual 
 the nature of the tow (i.e. surfboard, ski ropes, skier, tow lines, etc)  A vessel does not have to  
 be underway to be involved in a collision. 

 Congested Waters An accident that results from: The body of water is either too small or narrow to safely  BARD Web 
 accommodate the number of boats on it. 

 Dam/Lock An accident that results from: A boat is (1) operated near a barrier built across a body of water  BARD Web 
 that prevents water flow or impounds water or (2) being raised or lowered within a gate  
 enclosure as it passes from level to level. 

 Documented Vessel A vessel of five or more net tons owned by a citizen of the United States and used exclusively for Investigator  
  pleasure with a valid marine documentation issued by the US Coast Guard. manual 
    
 Drug Use An accident that results from: When non-prescription and/or prescription drugs are consumed  BARD Web 
 in a boat and the investigating official has determined that the operator was impaired or  
 affected while operating the boat-- or--the occupant was impaired. 

 Electrocution An accident where: Death or injury resulting from swimming around a vessel that was  BARD Web 
 improperly connected to shore power and resultant stray electrical current entered the water  
 causing electrocution of the victim. 

 Excessive Speed An accident that results from: Speed above that which a reasonable and prudent person would  BARD Web 
 have operated under the circumstances that existed. It is not necessarily a speed in excess of a  
 posted limit. 
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 Failure to Vent An accident that results from: Prior to starting the engine, failure to turn on the powered  BARD Web 
 ventilation system that brings in "fresh air" and expels gasoline vapors from the engine  
 compartment. 

 Fall in Boat An accident where: Any slip, trip or fall on board or with in the vessel resulting in injury or death. BARD Web 

 Falls Overboard An accident where: A person unintentionally spills out into the water without completely  Investigator  
 overturning the vessel. manual + 1973  
   
 Fire/Explosion (fuel) An accident where: Accidental combustion of vessel fuel: liquids, including their vapors, or  BARD Web,   
 other substances such as wood or coal. Investigator  

 Fire/Explosion (other than  An accident where: Accidental burning or explosion of any material on board except vessel  BARD Web,   
 fuel) fuels or their vapors. Investigator  

 Flooding/Swamping An accident where: Filling with wate , regardless of method of ingress, but retaining sufficient  1973 manual,  r
 buoyancy to remain on the surface. Investigator  

 Grounding An accident where: The vessel runs aground, strikes or pounds on rocks, reefs, shoals or the  BARD Web +  
 bottom so that the vessel ceases to be completely waterborne, stranding. Investigator  

 Hazardous Waters An accident that results from: Rapid tidal flows (vertical movement of water) and /or currents  BARD Web 
 (horizontal flow of water) resulting in a hazardous condition in which to operate a boat. 

 Hull Failure An accident that results from: Defect or failure of the structural body of a vessel (i.e., hull  BARD Web 
 material, design or construction) not including superstructure, masts or rigging. 
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 Ignition of Spilled Fuel of  An accident that results from: Accidental combustion of vessel fuel, liquids and/or their vapors BARD Web 
 Vapor 

 Improper Anchoring An accident that results from: Where a boat is either in the process of being anchored  BARD Web 
 incorrectly or incorrectly held in place in the water by an anchor. This may include dropping  
 anchor at the stern, improperly mooring to a buoy or an anchored vessel. 

 Improper Loading An accident that results from: Loading, including weight shifting, of the vessel causing  BARD Web,   
 instability, limited maneuverability or dangerously reduced freeboard. Investigator  

 Injury A person loses consciousness, receives aid or attention by a physician or other person trained  1973 manual   
 to practice medicine or administer treatment, or is disables for more than 24 hours so as to be  discussion 
 unable to perform normal functions or usual occupational activities. 

 Jurisdiction The right to say and the power to act. Between agencies of government, jurisdiction is the  1973 manual,  
 power to that particular agency to administer and enforce the law. Jurisdiction may or may not  shortened from  
 be granted to the reporting authority by the laws of that State on waters such as private pond or  
 lake. When jurisdiction does exist, reportable boating accidents that occur on such waters must 
  be reported. Vessels required to report accidents to a reporting authority will on occasion be  
 beyond the jurisdiction of that State. 

 Lack o  or Improper Boat  An accident that results from: Insufficient and/or improper lights shown by a boat that indicate  BARD Web f
 Lights course, position and occupation (such as fishing or towing). 

    
 Machinery Failure An accident that results from: Defect and/or failure in the machinery or material, design, or  BARD Web 
 construction or components installed by the manufacturer involved in the mechanical propulsion 
  of the boat. Describe each type of machinery failure that caused or contributed to the accident,  
 such as: electric system, engine, fuel system, shift, steering system, throttle or ventilation  
 system. 

 No Proper Lookout An accident that results from: No proper watch, the failure of the operator to perceive danger  BARD Web 
 because no one was serving as lookout, or the person so serving failed in that regard. 
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 Numbered Vessel Any undocumented vessel that is numbered by: 91) A State with an approved numbering sys em  1973 Manual, Do  t
 under the Federal Boating Act of 1958 or the Federal Boat Safety Act of 1971 (2) The Coast  all states now  
 Guard is those State jurisdictions not having an approved numbering system. 

 Off Throttle Steering An accident that results from: When an operator releases the throttle and then attempts to  BARD Web 
 execute an unsuccessful turn because there is little or not steering capability when the throttle  
 is not engaged. 

 Operator Inattention An accident that results from: Failure on the part of the operator to pay attention to the vessel,  BARD Web 
 its occupants or the environment in which the vessel is operating. 

 Operator Inexperience An accident that results from: Lack of practical experience or knowledge in operating the boat  BARD Web 
 involved in the accident. 

    
 Overloading An accident that results from: Excessive loading of the vessel causing instability, limited  BARD Web,   
 maneuverability and dangerously reduced freeboard. Investigator  

 Passenger/Skier Behavior An accident that results from: Behavior by any of the boats passengers as well as those being  BARD Web 
 towed that interferes with the safe operation of a vessel so as to endanger life, limb or property  
 of a person. 

 Reporting Authority 

 Restricted Vision An accident that results from: Limited vision of the environment in which the vessel is operating  BARD Web 
 due to: the boat's bow in the air, sun glare, bright lights, etc. 
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 Rules of the Road Infraction An accident that results from: Violation of the statutory and regulatory rules governing the  BARD Web 
 navigation of vessels. 

 Sanctioned Race A marine event utilizing professional operators on a course closed to other recreational  Work group  
 boaters that is authorized by a national boating organization discussion 
    
 Sharp Turn An accident that results from: An immediate or abrupt change in the boat's course or direction BARD Web 

 Sinking An accident where: Losing enough buoyancy to settle below the surface of the water; for the  1973 manual,  
 vessel to become submerged. Investigator  

 Skier Mishap An accident where: An accident involving a person being towed behind a vessel on a device  BAR Web,  
 such as; water ski, aquaplane, kneeboard or tube who suffers injury or death. These may  Investigator  
 include: falling off the device, striking a fixed or submerged object or becoming entangled or  
 struck by the tow line. 

 Standing/Sitting on  An accident that results from: Standing/ sitting on the upper edge of the side of a boat, usually  BARD Web 
 Gunwales, Bow or Transom on a small projection above the deck; and/or standing/sitting on the most forward part of the  
 boat; and/or standing/sitting on the back of the boat. 

 Starting in Gear An accident that results from: The boat's engine is started in a position op operation that  BARD Web 
 propels the boat wither forward or backwards. 

 Struck by Boat An accident where: A boat strikes a person who is located inside or outside of the boat BARD Web 
    
 Struck by  An accident where: The propeller, propulsion unit or steering machinery strikes a person who  BARD Web 
 Propeller/Propulsion Unit is located inside or outside of the boat. 
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 Struck Submerged Object An accident where: Striking of any fixed object or a collision with any waterborne object that is  BARD Web 
 below the surface of the water. 

 Vessel Every description of watercraft or other artificial contrivance used, or capable of being used, as Title 1 US Code   
  a means of transportation on water. [Title 1 CFR 3] Written accident reports are required  3, Title 33 CFR, 
 when a vessel "a(1) is used by its operator for recreational purposes; or (2) is required to be  
 numbered under this part. (b) This subpart does not apply to a vessel subject to inspection  
 under Title 46 U.S.C. Chapter 33." [Title 33 CFR Ch 1Subpart C 173.51] All 'vessel'  
 determinations will be rendered by the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard uses these criteria in  
 making determinations (1) whether the watercraft is "practically capable" of carrying persons  
 or property beyond the narrow limits of a swimming, surfing or bathing area (2) whether the  
 useful operating range of the device is limited by the physical endurance of its operator  
 (3)wheather the device presents a substantial hazard to navigation or safety not already present 
  (4) whether the normal objectives sought to be accomplished by regulation of a device as a  
 "vessel" are present and/or (5) whether the operator and/or cargo would no longer be safe in  
 the water if the device became disabled. 

 Wake The disturbance of the water (waves) resulting from the passage of a boat's hull, the track in  BARD Web 
 the water of a moving boat. 

 Waters Water in its ordinary liquid state [USCG Chief Counsel Opinion 29 April 1969], subject to the  Title 33 CFR 2.38 
 jurisdiction of the United States, a state or a U.S. territory or the high seas when a vessel  
 owned in the United States is involved. [Title 33 CFR 2.38]. 

 Water-skiing The use of water-skis, surf-boards, sleds, discs, inflatable tubes, kneeboard or any other  1973 manual,  
 device,  used for flotation of a person, including one's own feet, that is provided motion through  Investigator  
 the water by a vessel, such as being towed. The physical act of being towed. 

     
 Weather(Heavy) An accident that results from: Stormy windy weather, usually connoting rough or high seas and  BARD Web 
 dangerous operating conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, January 22, 2007 
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Accident Reporting 















 Required Fields 
 
 Term Description Source 
 Accident Date The month, day and year when the accident occurred BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(d) 

 Accident Description A narrative of the events just before and during the accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(t) 

 Accident Time The local time of day when the accident occurred. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(d) 

 Accident Type The chain of events in the accident such as: capsizing, collision with a fixed object, collision with  BARD Web 
 a floating object, collision with a vessel, fall in boat, fall overboard, person leaves a vessel, fire or  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(u) explosion involving fuel, fire or explosion involving other than fuel, flooding or swamping,  
 grounding, sinking, skier mishap, person struck by boat, person struck by propeller or propulsion  
 unit, struck submerged object, carbon monoxide poisoning, electrocution. 

 Air Temperature An estimate of the air temperature in degrees Fahrenheit at the time of the accident.  BARD Web+ 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(g) 

 Body of Water Name of the body of water where the accident occurred.  BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( c ) 

 Cause of Death Death was caused by: drowning, hypothermia, trauma, carbon monoxide poisoninghear attack,  
 electrocution or some other stated cause 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(l) 

 County County of jurisdiction where the accident occurred. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( c ) 

 Equipment Failure Describe each type of equipment failure that caused or contributed to the accident, such as:   BARD Web + 
 auxiliary (i.e. stoves, heaters, refrigerators or generators), communication (i.e. radio, EPIRBs,  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(s) cell phone or GPS), fire extinguisher not serviceable, sail demasting, seat broke loose, sound  
 producing equipment failed, visual distress signal failed. 

 Fire Extinguisher Number Used The number of extinguishers used in the accident. MISSING ON PROPOSED FORM 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(p) 
     
 Fire Extinguisher Type Used The type of marine USCG approved extinguisher used: A, B or C  MISSING ON PROPOSED  
 FORM 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(p) 

 Fuel Type The primary type of fuel used for engine types of propulsion: gasoline, diesel, electric or other. 
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 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Horsepower The combined amount of horsepower, for all engines used in the propulsion of the boat.  BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Hull Material The primary material used to construct the hull of the boat: wood, aluminum, steel, fiberglass,  BARD Web, form 
 rubber, vinyl,canvas, plastic or kevlar. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Hull Number The unique twelve character manufacturer's hull identification number. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(y) 

 Injury Type Indicate the type and location of the injuries suffered: abrasion/contusion, amputation, carbon  
 monoxide poisoning, concussion/brain injury, dislocation, fracture/broken bone, heart attak,  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(q) internal organ injury, laceration/cut, spinal cord injury or sprain/strain. 

 Life Jacket Availability  Were Coast Guard approved Personal Floatation Devices (PFDs) accessible for the passengers BARD Web, form 
  on board?(BARD Web). Where USCG Approved life jackets on board the vessel?... Life jackets  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(o) accessible (capable of being reached)? (form CG3865) 

 Life Jacket Use The number of boat occupants wearing approved Personal Floatation Devices.(BARD Web) At   BARD Web, form 
 the time of the accident was the operator wearing a USCG Approved life jacket? … Number of  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(o) vessel occupants (operator and passengers) wearing lofe jackets at the time of the accident  
 ….Life Jacket worn by the victim(form CG3865) 

 Nearest City City or town closest to the accident location.  BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( c ) 

 Number of Persons on Board Total number of people in the boat (on board) at the time of the accident. Do not include persons  BARD Web 
 being towed by the boat. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(j) 

 Number of Persons Towed Total number of people being towed (tethered or attached) behind the boat at the time of the  BARD Web+ 
 accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(j) 
     
 Operator Address Street address, city, state and zip code of the person who was operating the boat at the time of the  
 accident 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(h) 

 Operator Age/Date of Birth The age of the operator on the day of the accident. The month, day and year of the operator's birth  
 may be used. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(h) 

 Operator Boating Safety Training The type of boating safety education course the operator has completed: State, USCG Auxiliary or BARD Web+ 
  US Power Squadron provided courses, Internet provided NASBLA approved course or informal  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(h) training 
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 Operator Name First and last name of the person who was operating the boat at the time of the accident 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(h) 

 Operator Telephone Number Telephone number to contact the operator at the time of the accident 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(h) 

 Operator Vessel Experience The total hours of experience operating the type of boat involved in the accident BARD Web).  BARD Web 
 Total hours of experience operating the vessel involved in the accident. ( form CG 3865) 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(h) 

 Operator Weather Forecast Where weather forecast or reports available to the operator before and during the use of the boat? 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C  
 173.57(m) 

 Other Operator Address Street address, city, state and zip code of each operator of a vessel involved in the accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(i) 

 Other Operator Names First and last name of each operator of a vessel involved in the accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(i) 

 Owner Address Address of the owner of the vessel involved 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(b) 

 Owner Name Name of the owner of the vessel involved 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(b) 
    
 Property Damage Amount (or  The estimated cost to repair or restore the damaged property to its original condition. 
 Estimate of Property Damage) 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( r ) 

 Property Damage Description Explain the damage to property, not boats, that occurred as a result of the accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( r ) 

 Property Owner Address Street address, city, state and zip code of owners of property, not boats, involved in the accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(n) 

 Property Owner Name First and last name of owners of property, not boats, involved in the accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(n) 

 Propulsion Type The type of engine or other method of movement used by the boat: propeller engines may be  BARD Web 
 outboard, inboard or inboard/sterndrive. Other means of propulsion may be : water jet, air thrust,  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) manual (oars, paddles or poles) or sail. 
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 Reporter Address Street address, city, state and zip code of the person completing the report. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(z) 

 Reporter Name The first and last name of the person completing the report. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(z) 

 Reporter Telephone Number The telephone number to contact the person completing the report. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(z) 

 Reporter's Accident Cause In the opinion of the person completing the report was caused or contributed to the accident:  BARD Web 
 alcohol use, careless/reckless operation, congested waters, dam/lock, drug use, equipment  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(v) failure, excessive speed, failure to vent, hazardous waters, hull failure, ignition of spilled fuel or  
 vapor, improper anchoring, improper loading, lack of or improper boat lights, machinery failure,  
 no proper lookout, off throttle steering, operator inattention, operator inexperience, overloading,  
 passenger/skier behavior, restricted vision, rules of the road infraction, sharp turn, standing or  
 sitting on the gunwales, bow or transom, starting in gear, wake from another boat, heavy weather. 

 State The state or US Territory's jurisdiction where the accident occurred. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( c ) 
    
 Vessel Damage Amount (or  The estimated cost to repair or restore the damaged boat it its original condition. 
 Estimate of Vessel Damage) 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( r ) 

 Vessel Damage Description Explain the damage to the boat related to the accident. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57( r ) 

 Vessel Depth The measurement from transom to keel measured in feet and inches. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Vessel Length The straight line horizontal measurement of the overall length, from the foremost part of the boat  BARD Web 
 to the aftmonst part of the boat. Measured from end to end over the deck and parallel to the  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) centerline of the boat. Measured in feet and inches. 

 Vessel Make Name of the company that manufactured the boat.  BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Vessel Model The model name of the boat  BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Vessel Name Name given to the boat by the owners, typically displayed on the stern (transom) on the boat. BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(a) 

 Vessel Number The State registration number or Federal documentation number displayed on the boat.  BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(a) 
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 Vessel Operation The type of activity that was being done on board the boat at the time of the accident: cruising,  
 swimming, fishing, fueling, hunting, racing, repairs, water skiing or tubing, starting engine,  
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(u) tournament, whitewater sports.(the proposed form listes these options under "Activity at the time of 
  accident") 

 Vessel Type Description of the boat type such as: open motorboat, cabin motorboat, auxiliary sail, sail only,  BARD Web 
 rowboat, canoe, kayak, personal watercraft (PWC), pontoon, houseboat, jet boat or airboat 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Vessel Width Beam measurement at the boat's widest point, measured in feet and inches. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 
     
 Vessel Year The year the boat was built. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(w) 

 Victim Address Street address, city, state and zip code of the deceased or person requiring medical treatment  
 that was on board, towed or struck by this boat. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(k) 

 Victim Date of Birth The month, day and year of birth for the deceased or person requiring medical treatment that was  
 on board, towed or struck by this boat. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(k) 

 Victim Name The first and last name of the deceased or person requiring medical treatment that was on board,  
 towed or struck by this boat. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(k) 

 Visibility How well could objects be identified with the naked eye at the time of the accident: good, fair or  BARD Web 
 poor? 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(f) 

 Water Conditions Description of the waters surface at the time of the accident: calm (waves less than 6"), choppy  BARD Web 
 (waves 6" to 2'), rough (waves 2' to 6'), very rough (waves over 6') 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(f) 

 Water Location Description of where on the body of water the accident occurred. Latitude and Longitude may be  BARD Web 
 used 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(e) 

 Water Temperature An estimate of the water temperature in degrees Fahrenheit at the time of the accident.  BARD Web+ 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(g) 

 Weather The conditions at the time of the accident: Clear, cloudy, fog, rain, snow or haze  BARD Web 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(f) 

 Witness Address Street address, city, state and zip code of the persons that witnessed the event. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(x) 
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 Witness Name First and last name of persons that witnessed the event. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(x) 
    
 Witness Telephone Number Telephone number to contact the person that witnessed the event. 
 Title 33 CFR Subpart C 173.57(x) 
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•  “A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of jumping, diving, or swimming for pleasure from a 
vessel” was moved to the list of occurrences excluded from accident reporting.  These occurrences were 
clearly excluded and classified as swimming incidents prior to being re-classified in 2001, primarily as a 
result of concerns over stray current and carbon monoxide poisonings that may not have been getting 
reported.  Investigators, medical examiners, and the boating public are better informed on these topics today.  
In addition, it is the belief of NASBLA members that such an occurrence where the vessel does not 
contribute to the casualty, except to serve as a vehicle or platform from which the person safely departs, does 
not constitute a boating accident. 
 
•  Another change to the list of excluded occurrences is when “a person dies, is injured, or is missing as a 
result of swimming to retrieve an object or a vessel that is adrift from its mooring or dock, having departed 
from a place of inherent safety, such as the shore, a pier, or another vessel.”  It is the belief of our 
membership that departing from a place of inherent safety, including a vessel, crosses the line between 
swimming incidents and boating accidents. 
 
We believe you will find this document to be a simplified method of making a determination whether or not 
an occurrence involving a vessel qualifies as a reportable boating accident.  Although some minor 
modifications may be necessary as a result of legal review, we trust that our intent of keeping it as simple and 
non-technical as possible will be held in high regard.  Should such a thorough review lead to a conclusion 
that change to the Code of Federal Regulations is required, please consider this our petition to initiate such 
action. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to review this material and for engaging in the efforts necessary to implement 
these changes.  By clearly identifying the reach of the RBS Program, especially in this critical area of 
accident reporting, we will be able to focus on the areas of greatest need for intervention and better equip the 
states to be the most effective National Recreational Boating Safety Program partners possible.  If further 
discussion or clarification is necessary, please let me know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jeffrey S. Johnson 
President 
 
Enclosures 
 
C:   Jeffrey Hoedt, Chief 
       Office of Boating Safety 
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1 – Did an incident occur involving at 
least one recreational vessel?  

INCIDENT       A “recreational vessel” is any 
vessel manufactured or operated for 
pleasure; or leased/rented to another 
for the latter’s pleasure that is 
propelled or controlled by machinery, 
sails, oars, paddles, poles, or another 
vessel. 

   
 
  REPORT 

YES 
YES 

A “No” response = 
Not Reportable 

 
 
 
 
 

REPORT IT 

  
2 – Was a qualifying vessel either: as the death, missing person, 

 property damage, or total vessel 
 result of the vessel’s operation, 
uction, seaworthiness, 
ent, or machinery? 

     •  Upon the waters subject to the  
        jurisdiction of the United States, a  
        state or a U. S. territory, or 
     •  Owned in the United States and 
        on the high seas beyond U.S. 
        territorial seas? 

 

3 – Did one or more of the 
following result from the 
incident? YES 

YES •  A person dies; 
•  A person is missing and 
   presumed injured or 
   deceased; 
•  A person is injured and  
   requires medical 
   treatment beyond first aid; 
•  Aggregate property  
   damage totals $2,000 or  
   more or there is complete  
   loss of a vessel.



 
Recreational Boating Accident and Casualty Reporting Decision Matrix 
 
Clarification for Question 1 
 

A “recreational vessel” is any vessel manufactured or operated for 
pleasure; or leased/rented to another for the latter’s pleasure that is 
propelled or controlled by machinery, sails, oars, paddles, poles, or 
another vessel. 
 
This will not include vessels subject to inspection under Title 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 33 or any water toys such as an air mattress, inner tube, float 
tube, boogie board, surf board, beach raft, or other similar device 
designed to be used by bathers at beaches, lakes, or in swimming pools. 
 

Clarification for Question 2 
 

This includes launching and retrieving a vessel provided it is in the water 
and capable/ready for its intended use. 

  
Clarification for Question 3 
 

“Medical treatment beyond first aid” requires that medical treatment is or 
should have been provided by a medical practitioner; such as a doctor, 
nurse, or emergency medical technician. 

 
Also note that state property damage thresholds vary. 

 
Clarification for Question 4 
 

A list of included occurrences includes, but is not limited to: 
 
• Grounding, capsizing, sinking, flooding or swamping. 
• Falls within or overboard a vessel. 
• Persons ejected from a vessel. 
• Fire or explosion. 
• Skiing or other mishap with a towable device. 
• Collision with another vessel or object. 
• Striking a submerged object. 
• A person is struck or injured by a vessel, propeller, propulsion unit, 
steering machinery, or another vessel-related item. 
• Carbon monoxide exposure related to a vessel. 
• Electrocution due to stray current related to a vessel. 
 
 
 

National Association of State Boating Law Administrators  September 27, 2006 



 
 
 
 
A list of excluded occurrences is as follows: 
 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of self-inflicted wounds, 
alcohol poisoning, gunshot wounds, or the ingestion of drugs, controlled 
substances or poison. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of assault by another 
person or persons while aboard a vessel. 
• A person dies or is injured from natural causes while aboard a vessel. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of jumping, diving, or 
swimming for pleasure from a vessel. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of swimming to retrieve 
an object or a vessel that is adrift from its mooring or dock, having 
departed from a place of inherent safety, such as the shore, a pier, or 
another vessel. 
• Property damage occurs or a person dies, is injured, or is missing while 
preparing a vessel for launching or retrieving and the vessel is not in the 
water and capable/ready for its intended use. 
• Property damage occurs or a person dies, is injured, or is missing as a 
result of a fire on shore or a pier that spreads to a vessel or vessels. 
• Property damage occurs to a docked or moored vessel or a person dies, 
is injured, or is missing from such a vessel as a result of storms, or 
unusual tidal or sea conditions. 
• Property damage occurs or a person dies, is injured, or is missing when 
a vessel gets underway in stormy or unusual tidal or sea conditions to 
rescue persons in peril. 
• Property damage occurs to a vessel due to theft or vandalism. 
• Property damage occurs to, a person dies or is injured on, or a person is 
missing from a non-propelled houseboat or other vessel used primarily as 
a residence when such vessel is not underway. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing while swimming, snorkeling, or 
diving and a vessel did not contribute to the casualty. 
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•  “A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of jumping, diving, or swimming for pleasure from a 
vessel” was moved to the list of occurrences excluded from accident reporting.  These occurrences were 
clearly excluded and classified as swimming incidents prior to being re-classified in 2001, primarily as a 
result of concerns over stray current and carbon monoxide poisonings that may not have been getting 
reported.  Investigators, medical examiners, and the boating public are better informed on these topics today.  
In addition, it is the belief of NASBLA members that such an occurrence where the vessel does not 
contribute to the casualty, except to serve as a vehicle or platform from which the person safely departs, does 
not constitute a boating accident. 
 
•  Another change to the list of excluded occurrences is when “a person dies, is injured, or is missing as a 
result of swimming to retrieve an object or a vessel that is adrift from its mooring or dock, having departed 
from a place of inherent safety, such as the shore, a pier, or another vessel.”  It is the belief of our 
membership that departing from a place of inherent safety, including a vessel, crosses the line between 
swimming incidents and boating accidents. 
 
We believe you will find this document to be a simplified method of making a determination whether or not 
an occurrence involving a vessel qualifies as a reportable boating accident.  Although some minor 
modifications may be necessary as a result of legal review, we trust that our intent of keeping it as simple and 
non-technical as possible will be held in high regard.  Should such a thorough review lead to a conclusion 
that change to the Code of Federal Regulations is required, please consider this our petition to initiate such 
action. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to review this material and for engaging in the efforts necessary to implement 
these changes.  By clearly identifying the reach of the RBS Program, especially in this critical area of 
accident reporting, we will be able to focus on the areas of greatest need for intervention and better equip the 
states to be the most effective National Recreational Boating Safety Program partners possible.  If further 
discussion or clarification is necessary, please let me know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jeffrey S. Johnson 
President 
 
Enclosures 
 
C:   Jeffrey Hoedt, Chief 
       Office of Boating Safety 



 
Recreational Boating Accident and Casualty Reporting Decision Matrix 
 
Clarification for Question 1 
 

A “recreational vessel” is any vessel manufactured or operated for 
pleasure; or leased/rented to another for the latter’s pleasure that is 
propelled or controlled by machinery, sails, oars, paddles, poles, or 
another vessel. 
 
This will not include vessels subject to inspection under Title 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 33 or any water toys such as an air mattress, inner tube, float 
tube, boogie board, surf board, beach raft, or other similar device 
designed to be used by bathers at beaches, lakes, or in swimming pools. 
 

Clarification for Question 2 
 

This includes launching and retrieving a vessel provided it is in the water 
and capable/ready for its intended use. 

  
Clarification for Question 3 
 

“Medical treatment beyond first aid” requires that medical treatment is or 
should have been provided by a medical practitioner; such as a doctor, 
nurse, or emergency medical technician. 

 
Also note that state property damage thresholds vary. 

 
Clarification for Question 4 
 

A list of included occurrences includes, but is not limited to: 
 
• Grounding, capsizing, sinking, flooding or swamping. 
• Falls within or overboard a vessel. 
• Persons ejected from a vessel. 
• Fire or explosion. 
• Skiing or other mishap with a towable device. 
• Collision with another vessel or object. 
• Striking a submerged object. 
• A person is struck or injured by a vessel, propeller, propulsion unit, 
steering machinery, or another vessel-related item. 
• Carbon monoxide exposure related to a vessel. 
• Electrocution due to stray current related to a vessel. 
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A list of excluded occurrences is as follows: 
 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of self-inflicted wounds, 
alcohol poisoning, gunshot wounds, or the ingestion of drugs, controlled 
substances or poison. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of assault by another 
person or persons while aboard a vessel. 
• A person dies or is injured from natural causes while aboard a vessel. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of jumping, diving, or 
swimming for pleasure from a vessel. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing as a result of swimming to retrieve 
an object or a vessel that is adrift from its mooring or dock, having 
departed from a place of inherent safety, such as the shore, a pier, or 
another vessel. 
• Property damage occurs or a person dies, is injured, or is missing while 
preparing a vessel for launching or retrieving and the vessel is not in the 
water and capable/ready for its intended use. 
• Property damage occurs or a person dies, is injured, or is missing as a 
result of a fire on shore or a pier that spreads to a vessel or vessels. 
• Property damage occurs to a docked or moored vessel or a person dies, 
is injured, or is missing from such a vessel as a result of storms, or 
unusual tidal or sea conditions. 
• Property damage occurs or a person dies, is injured, or is missing when 
a vessel gets underway in stormy or unusual tidal or sea conditions to 
rescue persons in peril. 
• Property damage occurs to a vessel due to theft or vandalism. 
• Property damage occurs to, a person dies or is injured on, or a person is 
missing from a non-propelled houseboat or other vessel used primarily as 
a residence when such vessel is not underway. 
• A person dies, is injured, or is missing while swimming, snorkeling, or 
diving and a vessel did not contribute to the casualty. 
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WAIS Document RetrievalFrom the U.S. Code Online via GPO Access 
[wais.access.gpo.gov] 
[Laws in effect as of January 7, 2003] 
[Document not affected by Public Laws enacted between 
  January 7, 2003 and December 19, 2003] 
[CITE: 46USC6102] 
 
  
                           TITLE 46--SHIPPING 
  
                     Subtitle II--Vessels and Seamen 
  
                        Part D--Marine Casualties 
  
                 CHAPTER 61--REPORTING MARINE CASUALTIES 
  
Sec. 6102. State marine casualty reporting system 
 
    (a) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations for a uniform State  
marine casualty reporting system for vessels. Regulations shall  
prescribe the casualties to be reported and the manner of reporting. A  
State shall compile and submit to the Secretary reports, information,  
and statistics on casualties reported to the State, including  
information and statistics concerning the number of casualties in which  
the use of alcohol contributed to the casualty. 
    (b) The Secretary shall collect, analyze, and publish reports,  
information, and statistics on marine casualties together with findings  
and recommendations the Secretary considers appropriate. If a State  
marine casualty reporting system provides that information derived from  
casualty reports (except statistical information) may not be publicly  
disclosed, or otherwise prohibits use by the State or any person in any  
action or proceeding against a person, the Secretary may use the  
information provided by the State only in the same way that the State  
may use the information. 
 
(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 536; Pub. L. 98-557,  
Sec. 7(b)(2), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2862.) 
 
                      Historical and Revision Notes 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
          Revised section                Source section (U.S. Code) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
6102..............................  46:1486 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
    Section 6102(a) requires the Secretary to prescribe regulations for  
a uniform State marine casualty reporting system for vessels. The  
Secretary may limit the scope and types of casualties to be investigated  
and reported by the State. It also requires the State to submit to the  
Secretary reports, information, and statistics on casualties reported to  
the State. 
    Subsection (b) requires the Secretary to analyze the information  
that is received from the State. It also prohibits the Secretary from  
disclosing the information, proceeding against any person based on this  
information, or otherwise using the information, if the State cannot use  
the information in the same way. 
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                               Amendments 
 
    1984--Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-557 inserted provisions relating to  
alcohol as a contributing factor to the casualty. 
 
 
               Plan To Increase Marine Casualty Reporting 
 
    Pub. L. 104-324, title III, Sec. 314(a), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat.  
3922, provided that: ``Not later than one year after enactment of this  
Act [Oct. 19, 1996], the Secretary of Transportation shall, in  
consultation with appropriate State agencies, submit to the Committee on  
Resources of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce,  
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a plan to increase reporting  
of vessel accidents to appropriate State law enforcement officials.'' 
 
                  Section Referred to in Other Sections 
 
    This section is referred to in sections 6103, 13102 of this title. 
 
 



Sec. 13101. State recreational boating safety programsUnited State Code  
  TITLE 46 - SHIPPING  
    Subtitle II - Vessels and Seamen  
      Part I - State Boating Safety Programs  
        CHAPTER 131 - RECREATIONAL BOATING SAFETY  
 
 
U.S. Code as of: 01/26/1998 
Sec. 13101. State recreational boating safety programs 
  (a) To encourage greater State participation and uniformity in 
boating safety efforts, and particularly to permit the States to 
assume the greater share of boating safety education, assistance, 
and enforcement activities, the Secretary shall carry out a 
national recreational boating safety program.  Under this program, 
the Secretary shall make contracts with, and allocate and 
distribute amounts to, eligible States to assist them in 
developing, carrying out, and financing State recreational boating 
safety programs. 
  (b) The Secretary shall establish guidelines and standards for 
the program.  In doing so, the Secretary - 
    (1) shall consider, among other things, factors affecting 
  recreational boating safety by contributing to overcrowding and 
  congestion of waterways, such as the increasing number of 
  recreational vessels operating on those waterways and their 
  geographic distribution, the availability and geographic 
  distribution of recreational boating facilities in and among 
  applying States, and State marine casualty and fatality 
  statistics for recreational vessels; 
    (2) shall consult with the Secretary of the Interior to 
  minimize duplication with the purposes and expenditures of the 
  Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (16 U.S.C. 460l-4 - 
  460l-11) the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act of 1950 
  (16 U.S.C. 777-777k), and with the guidelines developed under 
  those Acts; and 
    (3) shall maintain environmental standards consistent with the 
  Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451-1464) and 
  other laws and policies of the United States intended to 
  safeguard the ecological and esthetic quality of the waters and 
  wetlands of the United States. 
  (c) A State whose recreational boating safety program has been 
approved by the Secretary is eligible for allocation and 
distribution of amounts under this chapter to assist that State in 
developing, carrying out, and financing its program.  Matching 
amounts shall be allocated and distributed among eligible States by 
the Secretary as provided by section 13103 of this title.Source 
(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 592; Pub. L. 98-369, div. 
A, title X, Sec. 1011(b), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 1013; Pub. L. 
101-595, title III, Sec. 312(a), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 2987.) 
 
 
  
  
                   Historical and Revision Notes 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Revised section                    Source section (U.S. Code) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
13101                              46:1474 



                 ------------------------------- 
  Section 13101(a) authorizes the Secretary to make contracts with, 
and allocate amounts to eligible States to assist them in carrying 
out their recreational boating safety and facilities improvement 
programs. 
  Subsection (b) requires the Secretary to establish guidelines and 
standards for the program, and specifies specific conditions the 
Secretary must consider, requires consultation with the Secretary 
of the Interior, and to maintain environmental standards consistent 
with the Coastal Zone Management Act. 
  Subsection (c) makes the States who meet the standards prescribed 
by the Secretary eligible for the amounts authorized under this 
chapter. 
  
                         REFERENCES IN TEXT 
  The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(2), is Pub. L. 88-578, Sept. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 897, as 
amended, which is classified generally to part B (Sec. 460l-4 et 
seq.) of subchapter LXIX of chapter 1 of Title 16, Conservation. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 460l-4 of Title 16 and Tables. 
  The Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act of 1950, referred 
to in subsec. (b)(2), is act Aug. 9, 1950, ch. 658, 64 Stat. 430, 
as amended, also popularly known as the Federal Aid in Fish 
Restoration Act and as the Fish Restoration and Management Projects 
Act, which is classified generally to chapter 10B (Sec. 777 et 
seq.) of Title 16. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 777 of Title 16 
and Tables. 
  The Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(3), is title III of Pub. L. 89-454 as added by Pub. L. 92-583, 
Oct. 27, 1972, 86 Stat. 1280, as amended, which is classified 
generally to chapter 33 (Sec. 1451 et seq.) of Title 16. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 1451 of Title 16 and Tables. 
  
                             AMENDMENTS 
  1990 - Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 101-595 substituted ''the Federal 
Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act of 1950 (16 U.S.C. 777-777k), and 
with the guidelines developed under those Acts; and'' for ''and 
with the guidelines developed under that Act; and''. 
  1984 - Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-369, Sec. 1011(b), struck out 
''and facility improvement'' after ''in boating safety'', struck 
out ''and facilities improvement'' in two places after 
''recreational boating safety'', and substituted ''shall'' for 
''may'' in second sentence. 
  Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98-369, Sec. 1011(b)(1)(B), struck out ''and 
facilities improvement'' after ''recreational boating safety''. 
                  EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 
  Section 1013 of subpart A (Sec. 1010-1013) of part I of subtitle 
B of title X of division A of Pub. L. 98-369 provided that: ''The 
amendments made by this subpart (amending this section and sections 
2102, 13102, 13103, 13105, 13106, 13108, and 13109 of this title 
and enacting a provision set out as a note under this section) 
shall take effect on October 1, 1984, and shall apply with respect 
to fiscal years beginning after September 30, 1984.'' 
                   SHORT TITLE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 



  Pub. L. 99-626, Sec. 1, Nov. 7, 1986, 100 Stat. 3504, provided 
that: ''This act (amending sections 13102, 13106, and 13110 of this 
title and section 1464 of Title 16, Conservation, and enacting 
provisions set out as notes under section 13110 of this title and 
section 1456a of Title 16) may be cited as the 'Recreational 
Boating Safety Act of 1986'.'' 
             SURVEY OF FUEL USE BY RECREATIONAL VESSELS 
  Pub. L. 100-448, Sec. 6(d), Sept. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 1841, 
provided that: 
  ''(1) In general. - The Secretary of Transportation and the 
Secretary of the Interior shall jointly conduct a survey of - 
    ''(A) the number, size, and primary uses of recreational 
  vessels operating on the waters of the United States; and 
    ''(B) the amount and types of fuel used by those vessels. 
  ''(2) Authorization of contracts. - The Secretary of 
Transportation and the Secretary of the Interior may enter into 
contracts for the performance of a survey pursuant to this 
subsection. 
  ''(3) Report. - The Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary 
of Transportation shall jointly submit a report to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives and to the President pro tempore of 
the Senate which describes the results of the survey conducted 
pursuant to this section not later than November 15, 1992. 
  ''(4) Funding. - Activities under this subsection may be carried 
out - 
    ''(A) using amounts available to the Secretary of the Interior 
  for administrative expenses under the Act entitled 'An Act to 
  provide that the United States shall aid the States in fish 
  restoration and management projects, and for other purposes' (64 
  Stat. 430; 16 U.S.C. 777 et seq.); and 
    ''(B) subject to appropriations, using amounts available to the 
  Secretary of Transportation under section 13106(a)(1) of title 
  46, United States Code (as amended by this Act).'' 
       CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF POLICY FOR 1984 AMENDMENT 
  Section 1010 of part I (Sec. 1010-1017) of subtitle B of title X 
of division A of Pub. L. 98-369 provided that: ''It is declared to 
be the policy of Congress and the purpose of this part (enacting 
sections 4162 and 9504 of Title 26, Internal Revenue Code, amending 
this section, sections 2102, 13102, 13103, 13105, 13106, 13108, and 
13109 of this title, sections 777, 777b to 777e, 777g, and 777k of 
Title 16, Conservation, and sections 4161 and 9503 of Title 26, 
repealing section 13107 of this title, and enacting provisions set 
out as notes under this section, section 777 of Title 16, and 
sections 4161, 4162, and 9504 of Title 26) to improve recreational 
boating safety and to foster greater development, use, and 
enjoyment of all waters of the United States by encouraging and 
assisting participation by the States, the boating industry, and 
the boating public in activities related to increasing boating 
safety; by authorizing the establishment of national construction 
and performance standards for boats and associated equipment; by 
creating more flexible authority governing the use of boats and 
equipment; and by facilitating the provision of services by the 
United States Coast Guard on behalf of boating safety.  It is 
further declared to be the policy of Congress to encourage greater 
and continuing uniformity of boating laws and regulations among the 
States and the Federal Government, to encourage and assist the 
States in exercising their authorities in boating safety, to foster 



greater cooperation and assistance between the Federal Government 
and the States in administering and enforcing Federal and State 
laws and regulations pertaining to boating safety, and to equitably 
utilize taxes paid on fuel use in motor boats in a manner which 
enhances boating safety.'' 
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33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–06 Edition) § 173.35 

(b) The certificate of number is in-
valid under paragraph (c) of § 173.77; or 

(c) The vessel is no longer principally 
used in the State where the certificate 
was issued. 

§ 173.35 Coast Guard validation stick-
er. 

No person may use a vessel except a 
vessel exempted in § 173.13 that has a 
number issued by the Coast Guard un-
less it has the validation sticker issued 
with the certificate of number dis-
played within 6 inches of the number. 

Subpart C—Casualty and 
Accident Reporting 

§ 173.51 Applicability. 
(a) This subpart applies to each ves-

sel used on waters subject to the juris-
diction of the United States and on the 
high seas beyond the territorial seas 
for vessels owned in the United States 
that: 

(1) Is used by its operator for rec-
reational purposes; or 

(2) Is required to be numbered under 
this part. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to a 
vessel subject to inspection under Title 
46 U.S.C. Chapter 33. 

[CDG 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CDG 84–099, 52 FR 47533, Dec. 14, 
1987] 

§ 173.53 Immediate notification of 
death or disappearance. 

(a) When, as a result of an occurrence 
that involves a vessel or its equipment, 
a person dies or disappears from a ves-
sel, the operator shall, without delay, 
by the quickest means available, notify 
the nearest reporting authority listed 
in Appendix A of this part of: 

(1) The date, time, and exact location 
of the occurrence; 

(2) The name of each person who died 
or disappeared; 

(3) The number and name of the ves-
sel; and 

(4) The names and addresses of the 
owner and operator. 

(b) When the operator of a vessel can-
not give the notice required by para-
graph (a) of this section, each person 
on board the vessel shall notify the 
casualty reporting authority or deter-
mine that the notice has been given. 

§ 173.55 Report of casualty or accident. 
(a) The operator of a vessel shall sub-

mit the casualty or accident report 
prescribed in § 173.57 to the reporting 
authority prescribed in § 173.59 when, as 
a result of an occurrence that involves 
the vessel or its equipment: 

(1) A person dies; 
(2) A person is injured and requires 

medical treatment beyond first aid; 
(3) Damage to vessels and other prop-

erty totals $2,000 or more or there is a 
complete loss of any vessel; 

(4) A person disappears from the ves-
sel under circumstances that indicate 
death or injury. 

(b) A report required by this section 
must be made: 

(1) Within 48 hours of the occurrence 
if a person dies within 24 hours of the 
occurrence; 

(2) Within 48 hours of the occurrence 
if a person is injured and requires med-
ical treatment beyond first aid, or dis-
appears from a vessel; and 

(3) Within 10 days of the occurrence 
or death if an earlier report is not re-
quired by this paragraph. 

(c) When the operator of a vessel can-
not submit the casualty or accident re-
port required by paragraph (a) of this 
section, the owner shall submit the 
casualty or accident report. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CGD 76–155, 44 FR 5308, Jan. 25, 
1979; CGD 82–015, 54 FR 5610, Feb. 6, 1989; 
USCG–1999–6094, 66 FR 21675, May 1, 2001; 66 
FR 33845, June 26, 2001; USCG–1999–6094, 67 
FR 14645, Mar. 27, 2002] 

§ 173.57 Contents of report. 
Each report required by § 173.55 must 

be in writing, dated upon completion, 
and signed by the person who prepared 
it and must contain, if available, at 
least the following information about 
the casualty or accident: 

(a) The numbers and names of each 
vessel involved. 

(b) The name and address of each 
owner of each vessel involved. 

(c) The name of the nearest city or 
town, the county, the State, and the 
body of water. 

(d) The time and date the casualty or 
accident occurred. 

(e) The location on the water. 
(f) The visibility, weather, and water 

conditions. 
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Coast Guard, DHS § 173.75 

(g) The estimated air and water tem-
peratures. 

(h) The name, address, age, or date of 
birth, telephone number, vessel oper-
ating experience, and boating safety 
training of the operator making the re-
port. 

(i) The name and address of each op-
erator of each vessel involved. 

(j) The number of persons on board or 
towed on skis by each vessel. 

(k) The name, address, and date of 
birth of each person injured or killed. 

(l) The cause of each death. 
(m) Weather forecasts available to, 

and weather reports used by, the oper-
ator before and during the use of the 
vessel. 

(n) The name and address of each 
owner of property involved. 

(o) The availability and use of per-
sonal flotation devices. 

(p) The type and amount of each fire 
extinguisher used. 

(q) The nature and extent of each in-
jury. 

(r) A description of all property dam-
age and vessel damage with an esti-
mate of the cost of all repairs. 

(s) A description of each equipment 
failure that caused or contributed to 
the cause of the casualty. 

(t) A description of the vessel cas-
ualty or accident. 

(u) The type of vessel operation 
(cruising, drifting, fishing, hunting, 
skiing, racing, or other), and the type 
of accident (capsizing, sinking, fire, or 
explosion or other). 

(v) The opinion of the person making 
the report as to the cause of the cas-
ualty, including whether or not alcohol 
or drugs, or both, was a cause or con-
tributed to causing the casualty. 

(w) The make, model, type (open, 
cabin, house, or other), beam width at 
widest point, length, depth from tran-
som to keel, horsepower, propulsion 
(outboard, inboard, inboard outdrive, 
sail, or other), fuel (gas, diesel, or 
other), construction (wood, steel, alu-
minum, plastic, fiberglass, or other), 
and year built (model year), of the re-
porting operator’s vessel. 

(x) The name, address, and telephone 
number of each witness. 

(y) The manufacturer’s hull identi-
fication number, if any, of the report-
ing operator’s vessel. 

(z) The name, address, and telephone 
number of the person submitting the 
report. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CGD 84–099, 52 FR 47533, Dec. 14, 
1987; USCG–2003–15404, 68 FR 37742, June 25, 
2003] 

§ 173.59 Where to submit report. 
A report required by § 173.55 must be 

submitted to: 
(a) The reporting authority listed in 

Appendix A of this part where the ves-
sel number was issued, or, if the vessel 
has no number, where the vessel is 
principally used; or 

(b) The reporting authority where 
the casualty or accident occurred, if it 
occurred outside the State where the 
vessel is numbered or principally used. 

Subpart D—Issue of Certificate of 
Number 

§ 173.71 Application for certificate of 
number. 

Any person who is the owner of a ves-
sel to which § 173.11 applies may apply 
for a certificate of number for that ves-
sel by submitting to the issuing au-
thority, listed in Appendix A of this 
part, where the vessel will principally 
be used: 

(a) An application on a form and in a 
manner prescribed by the issuing au-
thority; and 

(b) The fee required by the issuing 
authority. 

§ 173.73 Duplicate certificate of num-
ber. 

If a certificate of number is lost or 
destroyed, the person whose name ap-
pears on the certificate as the owner 
may apply for a duplicate certificate 
by submitting to the issuing authority 
that issued the certificate: 

(a) An application on a form or in a 
manner prescribed by the issuing au-
thority; and 

(b) The fee required by the issuing 
authority, if any. 

§ 173.75 Temporary certificate. 
A temporary certificate valid for not 

more than 60 days after it is issued 
may be issued by an issuing authority 
pending the issue of a certificate of 
number. A temporary certificate is not 
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board when the vessel is in use, ren-
dering aid in a vessel accident, and re-
porting of vessel casualties and acci-
dents. 

(46 U.S.C. 1451, 1467, 1488; 49 CFR 1.46(n)(1)) 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CGD 77–117, 44 FR 42195, July 19, 
1979; USCG–1999–5832, 64 FR 34715, June 29, 
1999] 

§ 174.21 Contents of temporary certifi-
cate. 

A temporary certificate issued pend-
ing the issuance of a certificate of 
number must contain the following in-
formation: 

(a) Make of vessel. 
(b) Length of vessel. 
(c) Type of propulsion. 
(d) State in which vessel is prin-

cipally used. 
(e) Name of owner. 
(f) Address of owner, including ZIP 

code. 
(g) Signature of owner. 
(h) Date of issuance. 
(i) Notice to the owner that the tem-

porary certificate is invalid after 60 
days from the date of issuance. 

§ 174.23 Form of number. 

(a) Each number must consist of two 
capital letters denoting the State of 
the issuing authority, as specified in 
Appendix A of Part 173 of this chapter, 
followed by— 

(1) Not more than four numerals fol-
lowed by not more than two capital 
letters (example: NH 1234 BD); or 

(2) Not more than three numerals fol-
lowed by not more than three capital 
letters (example: WN 567 EFG). 

(b) A number suffix must not include 
the letters ‘‘I’’, ‘‘O’’, or ‘‘Q,’’ which 
may be mistaken for numerals. 

§ 174.25 Size of certificate of number. 

Each certificate of number must be 
approximately 21⁄2 by 31⁄2 inches. 

§ 174.27 Duration of certificate of num-
ber. 

A certificate of number must not be 
valid for more than 3 years. 

§ 174.29 Temporary certificate of num-
ber. 

A State may issue a temporary cer-
tificate of number that is effective for 
not more than 60 days. 

§ 174.31 Terms imposed by States for 
numbering of vessels. 

A State numbering system may con-
dition the issuance of a certificate of 
number on— 

(a) Title to, or other proof of owner-
ship of a vessel except a recreational- 
type public vessel of the United States; 
or 

(b) Proof of liability insurance for a 
vessel except a recreational-type public 
vessel of the United States; or 

(c) The payment of State or local 
taxes, except for a recreational-type 
public vessel of the United States. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by USCG–2003–15708, 70 FR 13105, 
Mar. 18, 2005] 

Subpart C—Casualty Reporting 
System Requirements 

§ 174.101 Applicability of State cas-
ualty reporting system. 

(a) A State casualty reporting sys-
tem must require the reporting of ves-
sel casualties and accidents involving 
vessels to which § 173.51 of this chapter 
applies. 

(b) The State casualty reporting sys-
tem may also require vessel casualty 
or accident reports for property dam-
age in amounts less than that required 
under § 173.55 of this chapter. 

(46 U.S.C. 1486; 49 CFR 1.46(n)(1)) 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CGD 76–155, 44 FR 5309, Mar. 25, 
1979; CGD 82–015, 54 FR 5610, Feb. 6, 1989] 

§ 174.103 Administration. 
The State casualty reporting system 

must be administered by a State agen-
cy that— 

(a) Will provide for the reporting of 
all casualties and accidents prescribed 
in § 173.55 of this chapter; 

(b) Receives reports of vessel casual-
ties or accidents required in § 174.101; 

(c) Reviews each accident and cas-
ualty report to assure the accuracy and 
completeness of each report; 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 13:27 Sep 05, 2006 Jkt 208129 PO 00000 Frm 00862 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208129.XXX 208129



853 

Coast Guard, DHS Pt. 175 

(d) Determines the cause of casual-
ties and accidents reported based on in-
formation available and indicates the 
apparent cause on the casualty report 
or on an attached page; 

(e) Notifies the Coast Guard, in writ-
ing, when a problem area in boating 
safety peculiar to the State is deter-
mined, together, with corrective meas-
ures instituted or recommended; and 

(f) Reports on vessel numbering and 
vessel casualties and accidents as re-
quired in Subpart D of this part. 

(46 U.S.C. 1486; 49 CFR 1.46(n)(1)) 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CGD 76–155, 44 FR 5309, Mar. 25, 
1979] 

§ 174.105 Owner or operator casualty 
reporting requirements. 

A State casualty reporting system 
must contain the following require-
ments of Part 173 applicable to an 
owner or a person operating a vessel: 

(a) Section 173.55 Report of casualty or 
accident. 

(b) Section 173.57 Casualty or accident 
report. 

(c) Section 173.59 Where to report. 

(46 U.S.C. 1451, 1467, 1488; 49 CFR 1.46 (n)(1)) 

[CGD 77–117, 44 FR 42195, July 19, 1979] 

§ 174.106 State casualty reporting sys-
tem optional sections. 

In addition to the requirements in 
§ 174.105, a State casualty reporting 
system may contain any of the other 
requirements applicable to a vessel 
owner or operator prescribed in Part 
173. 

(46 U.S.C. 1451, 1467, 1488; 49 CFR 1.46 (n)(1)) 

[CGD 77–117, 44 FR 42195, July 19, 1979, as 
amended by USCG–1999–5832, 64 FR 34715, 
June 29, 1999] 

§ 174.107 Contents of casualty or acci-
dent report form. 

Each form for reporting a vessel cas-
ualty or accident must contain the in-
formation required in § 173.57 of this 
chapter. 

Subpart D—State Reports 
§ 174.121 Forwarding of casualty or ac-

cident reports. 
Within 30 days of the receipt of a cas-

ualty or accident report, each State 
that has an approved numbering sys-
tem must forward a copy of that report 
to the Commandant (G-OPB), U.S. 
Coast Guard, 2100 Second Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20593–0001. 

[USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35533, June 30, 1998, as 
amended by USCG–2004–18057, 69 FR 34926, 
June 23, 2004] 

§ 174.123 Annual report of numbered 
vessels. 

Before March 1 of each year, each 
State that has an approved numbering 
system must prepare and submit Coast 
Guard Form CGHQ–3923, Report of Cer-
tificates of Number Issued to Boats, to 
the Coast Guard. 

§ 174.125 Coast Guard address. 
The report required by § 174.123 must 

be sent to the Office of Boating Safety, 
2100 Second Street SW., Washington, 
DC 20593–0001. 

[CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25122, July 1, 1988, as 
amended by CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33669, June 28, 
1996] 

PART 175—EQUIPMENT 
REQUIREMENTS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
175.1 Applicability. 
175.3 Definitions. 
175.5 Exemption from preemption. 

Subpart B—Personal Flotation Devices 

175.11 Applicability. 
175.13 Definitions. 
175.15 Personal flotation devices required. 
175.17 Exemptions. 
175.19 Stowage. 
175.21 Condition; size and fit; approval 

marking. 
175.23 Serviceable conditions. 
175.25 Enforcement of State requirements 

for children to wear personal flotation 
devices. 

Subpart C—Visual Distress Signals 

175.101 Applicability. 
175.105 Definitions. 
175.110 Visual distress signals required. 
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National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators Documents 



1993 Fatal Boat Accident Investigation 
 
WHEREAS, accurate information is essential in developing quality education and information programs; and  
 
WHEREAS, law enforcement agency reports are the best sources of quality information; and  
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Coast Guard prefers law enforcement agency reports over operator reports and provides 

specialized training in boat accident investigation and reconstruction; and  
 
WHEREAS, this training is available in all regions of the National Association of State Boating Law 

Administrators; and  
 
WHEREAS, virtually all boating fatalities are reported and an in-depth investigation by a trained law 

enforcement officer is preferred.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 

that the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators meeting in Hartford, Connecticut 
this 29th day of September 1993, does hereby recommend that all states require a law 
enforcement investigation of all boating fatalities in their jurisdiction.  

 



1996 Reporting of Commercial Small Craft Accidents 
 
WHEREAS, it is essential for boating administrators to have complete and accurate data readily available 

concerning all accidents involving small craft that occur within state jurisdiction in order to plan 
state level boating safety programs and support requests for resources to effectively implement 
those programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, boating accident data contained in the U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Publication P-16754 series, 

ABoating Statistics@, does not include accidents involving commercial vessels, although numbered 
by a state; and 

 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned report does not provide essential information required by boating 

administrators concerning all of the reported accidents involving small craft, 20 meters or less in 
length; and 

 
WHEREAS, state expenditures to provide safe facilities, aids to navigation, law enforcement and for other 

activities designed to improve small craft safety benefit all small craft equally whether documented 
or undocumented or used for recreation or commercial purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, it has been 25 years since this problem was identified and no action has been implemented by the 

U.S. Coast Guard; and 
 
WHEREAS, investigations of commercial accidents by the U.S. Coast Guard may take longer to report, making 

a timely consolidated report impractical. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 

that the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators, meeting this 2nd day of October, 
1996, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, does hereby request the U.S. Coast Guard to prepare an annual 
commercial small craft accident statistical report similar to the Recreational Boating Accident 
Statistical Report to be distributed to the several states. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,,, 

that a copy of this resolution be sent to Rear Admiral Saunders, U.S. Coast Guard, for his 
consideration and appropriate action. 

 



State Documents 



Tennessee Boating Accident Report
Preliminary Supplemental Final

Type: Fatality Injury beyond first aid PWC involved

Missing person Property damage over $500 Other

USCG Assigned #

Agency Case #

Estimated total damage $ .00

General and Geographic Information

Date of
Accident

Day of
Week

Time of
Accident (mil) : Date/Time Officer Arrived (mil)/         / /         / :

County

Nearest
City

Exact
Location

Body of
Water

Nearest River Mile
or Point Marker

Accident Site: Lake/Reservoir River Below Dam Agency Lake Creek Marina/Harbor Boat Ramp

Restricted Area

No Wake Special Event (Permitted) Boats “Keep Out”

Swimming Area PFD Wear Required Other _______________________________

N
A
D
83

Latitude

Longitude

                   .

                   .

Weather (Check all that apply.)

Clear Cloudy

Hazy Rain

Fog Thunderstorm

Sleet/Snow

Visibility

Good

Fair

Poor

Light

Dawn

Day

Dusk

Night

Water Conditions

Calm (waves less than 6”)

Choppy (waves 6” to 2’)

Rough (waves 2’ to 6’)

Very rough (larger than 6’)

White water (river)

Wind

Light (0-6 mph)

Moderate (7-14 mph)

Strong (15-25 mph)

Storm (over 25 mph)

Temperature

Air deg F.

Water deg F.

Strong Current

River Current

Dam Generated

Reg. or Doc. # HIN Documented Name Year Built

Length Make Model Name # of POB # Fatal # Injured # Skiers
Being Towed

Estimated Speed
Unknown 10-20 mph Over 40 mph

Less than 10 mph 21-40 mph None

Federal Definition of Vessel
Recreational Government

Commercial

Est. Damage This Boat

$ .00
Operator Info Driver’s License or Boater ID #

Last First MI Age DOB
/      /

Street Home Ph.
(        )

City State ZIP Cell Ph.
(        )

Status

Uninjured Injured

Missing Fatality

Fill out injury/fatal data
sheet as required.

Operator Experience

Under 10 hrs Over 100 hrs

10-100 hrs

Operator Education

USCG Aux. USPS Other

Red Cross State None

BUI Info BAC
Refused

BUI arrest Been drinking
Drugs No alcohol

Gender M F

PFD used

Person can swim
Person was ejected

Owner Info: Fill in owner’s name, address and phone number below. Check if also operator      or occupant.       If occupant, use occupant section.

Non-fatal or Uninjured Occupant Information: Attach injury/fatal data sheets for each injury or fatality.
Name Phone DOB

Oc1 (         ) /      /

Oc2 (         ) /      /

Oc3 (         ) /      /

Oc4 (         ) /      /

Person Person
Gender was PFD can
 M   F ejected used swim

V
E
S
S
E
L

N
U
M
B
E
R

1

Total Vessels Involved _________            Total Injured _________              Total Fatalities _________

WR-0779
RDA S836.3



Tennessee Boating Accident Report
Reg. or Doc. # HIN Documented Name Year Built

Length Make Model Name # of POB # Fatal # Injured # Skiers
Being Towed

Estimated Speed
Unknown 10-20 mph Over 40 mph

Less than 10 mph 21-40 mph None

Federal Definition of Vessel
Recreational Government

Commercial

Est. Damage This Boat

$ .00
Operator Info Driver’s License or Boater ID #

Last First MI Age DOB
/      /

Street Home Ph.
(        )

City State ZIP Cell Ph.
(        )

Status

Uninjured Injured

Missing Fatality

Fill out injury/fatal data
sheet as required.

Operator Experience

Under 10 hrs Over 100 hrs

10-100 hrs

Operator Education

USCG Aux. USPS Other

Red Cross State None

BUI Info BAC
Refused

BUI arrest Been drinking
Drugs No alcohol

Gender M F

PFD used

Person can swim
Person was ejected

Owner Info: Fill in owner’s name, address and phone number below. Check if also operator      or occupant.       If occupant, use occupant section.

Non-fatal or Uninjured Occupant Information: Attach injury/fatal data sheets for each injury or fatality.
Name Phone DOB

Oc1 (         ) /      /

Oc2 (         ) /      /

Oc3 (         ) /      /

Oc4 (         ) /      /

Person Person
Gender was PFD can
 M   F ejected used swim

V
E
S
S
E
L

N
U
M
B
E
R

2

Page 2 of 6

Type of Boat
V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel

Airboat Pontoon Boat

Cabin Motorboat Raft

Canoe Rowboat (Jon)

Houseboat Sail (aux. power)

Kayak Sail (only)

Open Motorboat Other _______________

Personal Watercraft

Hull Material
V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel

Aluminum Rigid Hull Inflatable

Fiberglass Steel

Wood Plastic/Vinyl

Rubber Other _______________

Operation at Time of Accident
Enter up to 3 for each vessel.

V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel

At anchor Docking/Undocking

Being towed Drifting

Towing a boat Launching/Loading

Changing direction Rowing/Paddling

Changing speed Sailing

Cruising Wake/Surf jumping

Docked (moored) Other _______________

# of Engines

Vessel 1

Vessel 2

Total HP/CC

Vessel 1

Vessel 2

Propulsion
V-1 V-2 Vessel

Air Thrust

Manual

Propeller

Sail

Water Jet

Safety Equipment
V-1 V-2 Vessel

Required PFDs on board

PFDs accessible

Fire extinguisher on board

Fire extinguisher used

Navigation lights operational

Navigation lights turned on

Current safety examFuel
V-1 V-2 Vessel

Diesel

Electric

Gasoline

Propane

Engine
V-1 V-2 Vessel

Airboat

Inboard

Outboard

I/O

Vessel was:
V-1 V-2 Vessel

Rented

Borrowed
(not in household)

Activity at Time of Accident
Enter up to 3 for each vessel.

V-1 V-2 Vessel/Injured V-1 V-2 Vessel/Injured

Commercial purpose Scuba diving

Fishing (recreational) Skiing (skurfing, etc.)

Fueling Starting engine

Hunting Swimming/Snorkling

Making repairs Tournament fishing

Racing Boat pulling tube

Racing (unpermitted) Other ____________________________

Recreational cruising



Page 3 of 6Tennessee Boating Accident Report
Accident Type
You may enter a primary, secondary and tertiary accident type for each vessel by placing a 1, 2 or 3 in the appropriate box. Use boating accident supplemental
sheet for additional vessels.

V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel

Capsizing Fall on PWC Struck by boat (person)

Carbon monoxide Fire/Explosion (fuel) Struck by skeg/prop (person)

Collision with fixed object Fire/Explosion (non-fuel) Struck underwater object

Collision with floating object or person Flooding/Swamping Vessel wake damage

Collision with vessel Grounding Other _________________________________

Fall in boat Sinking

Falls overboard Skier hit object

What contributed to the accident?
You may enter up to three contributing causes for each vessel.

V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel

Alcohol use Ignition of fuel vapor Standing/sitting on gunwale, bow or transom

Careless Improper anchoring Sharp turn

Congested waters Improper loading Skier or occupant behavior

Dam or lock Lack of proper lights Violation of navigation rule

Drug use Machinery failure (below) Vision obstructed

Equipment failure (below) No proper lookout Off throttle steering jet

Excessive speed Operator inattention Weather

Failure to vent fumes Operator inexperience Other _________________________________

Hazardous waters Overloading

Hull failure Reckless

Equipment Failure
Indicate the equipment that failed.

V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel

Unknown Sail demasting

Auxiliary equipment Seat broke loose

Communications Sound producing

Fire extinguisher Visual distress

PFDs

Machinery Failure
Indicate every system that failed for each vessel.

V-1 V-2 Vessel V-1 V-2 Vessel

Unknown Steering system

Electrical system Throttle failure

Engine failure Ventilation system

Fuel system Starting engine in gear

Shift failure

Non-vessel Property Damage
Describe damaged property.

Violations Vessel Priority: Vessel #       Stand on Vessel #       Give way
Vess # Violators Name (Just check box if operator.) Statute # Violation Type Citation/Case #
Operator Citation No action

Warning Pending

Operator Citation No action

Warning Pending

Operator Citation No action

Warning Pending

Operator Citation No action

Warning Pending

Operator Citation No action

Warning Pending

Operator Citation No action

Warning Pending

Operator Citation No action

Warning Pending

Property owner
information

Last First MI Home Ph.
(            )

Street Cell Ph.
(            )

City State ZIP

Damage excluding the vessels involved
or their contents?

Yes No
If yes, the estimated amount is

$ .00



Page 4 of 6Tennessee Boating Accident Injury/Fatal Data
Type Injured Fatality Missing (body not located)

Victim Information Operator Swimmer On shore/dock Occupant Skier M F

Last First MI Age DOB
/      /

Street Home Ph.
(         )

City State ZIP Cell Ph.
(         )

Treatment
Treated and
released

Admitted to
hospital

Refused
treatment

Injury caused by
Impact with boat

Impact with water

Impact with fixed object

Impact with floating object

Struck by boat

Propeller or skeg

Other ________________

Pri. and sec. injury
Amputation

Back injury

Broken bone(s)

Burns

Contusions

Dislocations

Head injury

Hypothermia

Internal injuries

Laceration

Neck injury

Shock

Spinal injury

Sprain/Strain

Teeth/Jaw

PFD use
Type I Type III Type V

Type II Type IV Inflatable

USCG Approved

USCG Approval # ________________

Victim activity
Fishing

Hunting

Recreational cruising

Scuba diving

Snorkeling

Swimming

Waterskiing

Other ________________

Physical condition
Unknown Handicapped

Normal Under inf. alcohol/drugs

Other __________________________

Death caused by
Drowning

Hypothermia

Trauma

Other ___________

Alcohol involved

BAC

Location of injury

Synopsis
Fatal

Injury

V
E
S
S
E
L

I
N
J
U
R
E
D

V
E
S
S
E
L

I
N
J
U
R
E
D

Type Injured Fatality Missing (body not located)

Victim Information Operator Swimmer On shore/dock Occupant Skier M F

Last First MI Age DOB
/      /

Street Home Ph.
(         )

City State ZIP Cell Ph.
(         )

Treatment
Treated and
released

Admitted to
hospital

Refused
treatment

Injury caused by
Impact with boat

Impact with water

Impact with fixed object

Impact with floating object

Struck by boat

Propeller or skeg

Other ________________

Pri. and sec. injury
Amputation

Back injury

Broken bone(s)

Burns

Contusions

Dislocations

Head injury

Hypothermia

Internal injuries

Laceration

Neck injury

Shock

Spinal injury

Sprain/Strain

Teeth/Jaw

PFD use
Type I Type III Type V

Type II Type IV Inflatable

USCG Approved

USCG Approval # ________________

Victim activity
Fishing

Hunting

Recreational cruising

Scuba diving

Snorkeling

Swimming

Waterskiing

Other ________________

Physical condition
Unknown Handicapped

Normal Under inf. alcohol/drugs

Other __________________________

Death caused by
Drowning

Hypothermia

Trauma

Other ___________

Alcohol involved

BAC

Location of injury

Synopsis
Fatal

Injury
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Diagram of Accident: If applicable, diagram exactly what happened. Show the direction/location of boats involved before, during and after accident.

Diagram not to scale Indicate North
with an arrow.

N

Brief Synopsis of Accident: Synopsis for USCG database use.
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Additional Witnesses

Name Address Phone #

Notes

Officer Completing Report

Officer’s Signature Date Supervisor’s Signature Date

Print Officer’s Name and ID# Print Supervisor’s Name and ID#

Investigative Time: Include total hours for response, search and rescue, and investigation.

Officer’s Hours Supervisor’s Hours Investigator’s Hours Administrative Hours Total Hours

. . . . .

Case file? Yes No

Boating Division Use Only

DO NOT COMPLETE BELOW THIS LINE - STATE BOATING SAFETY REVIEWING AUTHORITY ONLY

Federal Accident Classification: For statistical use.

Recreational Commercial Government Non-reportable ______________________________________________________________

Primary Type Secondary Type Tertiary Type Primary Cause Secondary Cause Tertiary Cause Reviewed by:            ID#



Tennessee Boating Accident Supplement
Reg. or Doc. # HIN Documented Name Year Built

Length Make Model Name # of POB # Fatal # Injured # Skiers
Being Towed

Estimated Speed
Unknown 10-20 mph Over 40 mph

Less than 10 mph 21-40 mph None

Federal Definition of Vessel
Recreational Government

Commercial

Est. Damage This Boat

$ .00
Operator Info Driver’s License or Boater ID #

Last First MI Age DOB
/      /

Street Home Ph.
(        )

City State ZIP Cell Ph.
(        )

Status

Uninjured Injured

Missing Fatality

Fill out injury/fatal data
sheet as required.

Operator Experience

Under 10 hrs Over 100 hrs

10-100 hrs

Operator Education

USCG Aux. USPS Other

Red Cross State None

BUI Info BAC
Refused

BUI arrest Been drinking
Drugs No alcohol

Gender M F

PFD used

Person can swim
Person was ejected

Owner Info: Fill in owner’s name, address and phone number below. Check if also operator      or occupant.       If occupant, use occupant section.

Non-fatal or Uninjured Occupant Information: Attach injury/fatal data sheets for each injury or fatality.
Name Phone DOB

Oc1 (         ) /      /

Oc2 (         ) /      /

Oc3 (         ) /      /

Oc4 (         ) /      /

Person Person
Gender was PFD can
 M   F ejected used swim

V
E
S
S
E
L

N
U
M
B
E
R

Agency
Case #

WR-0779
RDA S836.3

Type of Boat
V __ Vessel V __ Vessel

Airboat Pontoon Boat

Cabin Motorboat Raft

Canoe Rowboat (Jon)

Houseboat Sail (aux. power)

Kayak Sail (only)

Open Motorboat Other _________________

Personal Watercraft

Hull Material
V __ Vessel V __ Vessel

Aluminum Rigid Hull Inflatable

Fiberglass Steel

Wood Plastic/Vinyl

Rubber Other _______________

Operation at Time of Accident
Enter up to 3 for each vessel.

V __ Vessel V __ Vessel

At anchor Docking/Undocking

Being towed Drifting

Towing a boat Launching/Loading

Changing direction Rowing/Paddling

Changing speed Sailing

Cruising Wake/Surf jumping

Docked (moored) Other _______________

# of Engines

Vessel __

Total HP/CC

Vessel __

Propulsion
V __ Vessel

Air Thrust

Manual

Propeller

Sail

Water Jet

Safety Equipment
V __ Vessel

Required PFDs on board

PFDs accessible

Fire extinguisher on board

Fire extinguisher used

Navigation lights operational

Navigation lights turned on

Current safety examFuel
V __ Vessel

Diesel

Electric

Gasoline

Propane

Engine
V __ Vessel

Airboat

Inboard

Outboard

I/O

Vessel was:
V __ Vessel

Rented

Borrowed
(not in household)

Activity at Time of Accident
Enter up to 3 for each vessel.

V __ Vessel/Injured V __ Vessel/Injured

Commercial purpose Scuba diving

Fishing (recreational) Skiing (skurfing, etc.)

Fueling Starting engine

Hunting Swimming/Snorkling

Making repairs Tournament fishing

Racing Boat pulling tube

Racing (unpermitted) Other ______________________________

Recreational cruising
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Agency
Case #

Type Injured Fatality Missing (body not located)

Victim Information Operator Swimmer On shore/dock Occupant Skier M F

Last First MI Age DOB
/      /

Street Home Ph.
(         )

City State ZIP Cell Ph.
(         )

Treatment
Treated and
released

Admitted to
hospital

Refused
treatment

Injury caused by
Impact with boat

Impact with water

Impact with fixed object

Impact with floating object

Struck by boat

Propeller or skeg

Other ________________

Pri. and sec. injury
Amputation

Back injury

Broken bone(s)

Burns

Contusions

Dislocations

Head injury

Hypothermia

Internal injuries

Laceration

Neck injury

Shock

Spinal injury

Sprain/Strain

Teeth/Jaw

PFD use
Type I Type III Type V

Type II Type IV Inflatable

USCG Approved

USCG Approval # ________________

Victim activity
Fishing

Hunting

Recreational cruising

Scuba diving

Snorkeling

Swimming

Waterskiing

Other ________________

Physical condition
Unknown Handicapped

Normal Under inf. alcohol/drugs

Other __________________________

Death caused by
Drowning

Hypothermia

Trauma

Other ___________

Alcohol involved

BAC

Location of injury

Synopsis
Fatal

Injury

Type Injured Fatality Missing (body not located)

Victim Information Operator Swimmer On shore/dock Occupant Skier M F

Last First MI Age DOB
/      /

Street Home Ph.
(         )

City State ZIP Cell Ph.
(         )

Treatment
Treated and
released

Admitted to
hospital

Refused
treatment

Injury caused by
Impact with boat

Impact with water

Impact with fixed object

Impact with floating object

Struck by boat

Propeller or skeg

Other ________________

Pri. and sec. injury
Amputation

Back injury

Broken bone(s)

Burns

Contusions

Dislocations

Head injury

Hypothermia

Internal injuries

Laceration

Neck injury

Shock

Spinal injury

Sprain/Strain

Teeth/Jaw

PFD use
Type I Type III Type V

Type II Type IV Inflatable

USCG Approved

USCG Approval # ________________

Victim activity
Fishing

Hunting

Recreational cruising

Scuba diving

Snorkeling

Swimming

Waterskiing

Other ________________

Physical condition
Unknown Handicapped

Normal Under inf. alcohol/drugs

Other __________________________

Death caused by
Drowning

Hypothermia

Trauma

Other ___________

Alcohol involved

BAC

Location of injury

Synopsis
Fatal

Injury



a. Boating Casualty Reports and Investigative Reports 
 

(1)  The State agrees to investigate all recreational boating fatalities and 
multiple vessel or serious injury accidents.  The Coast Guard may, in 
cooperation with the State, investigate accidents involving fatalities on 
vessels used on waters of concurrent jurisdiction if the case warrants 
further investigation. 

 
(2)  The Coast Guard will forward Boating Accident Reports received or 

taken by Coast Guard personnel to the Boating Law Administrator of 
the Nevada Department of Wildlife. The Coast Guard will provide to the 
State information on incidents that meet the definition of a state 
boating accident defined in section (D)(9), below.  The State will 
determine whether an accident is reportable and will be responsible for 
ensuring completion of the reports meeting State requirements.  The 
Coast Guard and the State will concurrently be responsible for boating 
accident reports meeting Federal requirements. 

 
(3)  The State and the Coast Guard agree to share all information available 

concerning any boat accident on the Colorado River below Davis Dam 
to the Nevada-California state line and on Lake Tahoe.  All information 
shall be provided in a timely manner so as not to impede or interfere 
with the fact gathering responsibilities of each party. 

 
(4)  When the Coast Guard does not have an available unit to respond to a 

non-recreational accident under Coast Guard jurisdiction, the State 
may assist as a first responder to secure the accident scene, preserve 
perishable evidence, and provide for public safety and the safety of 
property. 

 
(5)  The Coast Guard will be responsible for completing any investigation 

on non-recreational boating accidents as appropriate. 
 

(6)  The State and the Coast Guard will be mutually responsible for 
completion of boating accident reports on incidents involving 
recreational vessels AND non-recreational vessels. 

 
(7)  The designated office for recreational boating accident reports on the 

Colorado River is Sector San Diego (619) 278-7652 and for Lake 
Tahoe is Sector San Francisco (415) 399-3547. 

 
(8)  The State shall review for accuracy and completeness all 

accident/casualty reports and shall determine the cause and 
circumstances surrounding each reportable accident, including 
whether or not alcohol or drugs were a factor. 
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(9)  For the purposes of this agreement, a boating casualty or accident is 
an incident involving a vessel or its equipment where a person dies, a 
person disappears from the vessel indicating death or injury, a person 
is injured requiring medical treatment beyond first aid, a complete loss 
of any vessel, or damage to a vessel or other personal property 
totaling $2000.00 or more as defined in 33CFR Part 173.55.  An 
accident meeting State requirements is defined as above except that 
the property damage threshold is $500.00.   

 
(10) The State shall abstract accident data from each boating accident 

report form and enter such data into the Boating Accident Report 
Database (BARD), which was developed in cooperation with the 
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA).  
The State agrees to ensure the quality of data entry is accurate and 
complete providing for a successful data transfer into the national 
BARD located at Coast Guard Headquarters. 

 
(11) An electronic copy of each accident and investigative report data, 

including any alcohol/drug test results, shall be forwarded to the Office 
of Command and Control Architecture (G-OCC-2) at Coast Guard 
Headquarters within 30 days of receipt of the initial casualty or 
accident report.  The Coast Guard will review the reports and 
investigations received. 

 
(12) The State will provide annual training to all Coast Guard watch 

standers and boarding officers at Station Lake Tahoe concerning State 
boating accident reporting requirements and procedures. 

 
(13) The Coast Guard will ensure that all levels of the chain of command 

are informed of the boating accident reporting requirements involving 
recreational and non-recreational vessels. 

 
b. Search and Rescue 

 
(1)  On State waters that are not within the jurisdiction of the United States, 

the State has exclusive responsibility for providing search and rescue 
service.  On waters over which the Coast Guard has jurisdiction, the 
State and the Coast Guard will have joint responsibility.  The Coast 
Guard’s primary activity will be on Lake Tahoe.  On the remaining 
inland waters over which both parties have jurisdiction, search and 
rescue facilities provided by the State and its political subdivisions shall 
have primary search and rescue responsibility. 

 
(2)  The State and the Coast Guard agree to coordinate their search and 

rescue operations so that the most effective assistance will be 
rendered to those in distress on waters within the State.  To this end, 



each will encourage the establishment of mutual assistance and 
cooperative arrangements between Coast Guard, State and local 
governmental facilities which are established in the same area.  The 
competent authority for providing Federal search and rescue 
assistance is the Eleventh Coast Guard District Command Center in 
Alameda CA, telephone number 510-437-3701.  The competent 
authority for exercising coordination of State search and rescue 
activities on the waters within the State lies with the State or local 
governmental agency having jurisdiction.  The State shall provide, and 
keep current, a list of State and local search and rescue facilities, 
including phone numbers, to the District Command Center. 

 
(3)  The State and the Coast Guard agree to endeavor to support and 

participate in local search and rescue workshops, water safety 
councils, and other such organizations to foster closer cooperation and 
coordination among State and local agencies, Federal agencies and 
others who have an interest in or authority to conduct search and 
rescue activities. 

 
(4)  The Coast Guard, the State and appropriate local agencies may, when 

appropriate, utilize the Incident Command System. 
 
(5)  Upon receiving a request from the State reporting authority for 

information from a USCG maritime casualty investigation of search and 
rescue operation, the USCG will provide information and data to the 
State authority from the Marine Information for Safety and Law 
Enforcement (MISLE) System, as well as investigation materials and 
documentation available at the time of the request.  Pages containing 
material that is not releasable to the public will be marked “FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY.”  Pages from activities that are open or 
incomplete will be marked “DRAFT.”  The State reporting authority will 
not release to the public, or to any other agency, any information or 
data provided by the USCG that is marked “DRAFT” or “FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY” without prior approval of the USCG. 

 
(6)  The Coast Guard, the State and appropriate local agencies to the 

extent permitted by law, will endeavor to perform at least one annual 
joint training session including practice search and rescue responses 
and implementation of the Incident Command System. 

 
 




